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Cherries vs 
Man United 



Change in formation 
- but not in fortunes 


SAINTS’ search for a win 
goes on after they were 
beaten 1-0 by Crystal 
Palace at Selhurst Park. 

Ronald Koeman changed his 
formation and starting line-up 
in an attempt to end a run of 
four matches without a victory, 
but it became a fourth defeat 
in five with Yohan Cabeye’s 
first-half goal the difference be¬ 
tween the teams. 

Saints toiled all afternoon and 
finally got a great chance with 
virtually the last kick of the 
match but Shane Long’s shot 
was straight at Wayne Hennes¬ 
sey who made the save. 

The new look formation of 
five at the back felt very defen¬ 
sive, although the thought pro¬ 
cess was clear, as Saints tried to 
keep things tight, invite Palace 
on, and then hit them on the 
break with their pace up front. 

Full story on pages 3-4 



Palace’s Yohan Cabaye puts the ball past Saints keeper Paulo Gazzaniga to score the only goal of the match. 


SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

fyp Taking Saints fans away for the past 5 seasons! 


@saintstravel 


WEST HAM V SAINTS 28TH DEC £19.95 NORWICH V SAINTS 2ND JAN £23.95 


Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Now with reclining seats & extra leg room* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 
Pick-up points from Holton Heath, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Southampton Central, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Chieveley. 


|_ Website relaunched! _| 

For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 

07801867365 (Nick) • www.southamptonawaytravel.co.uk 


B Southampton 
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Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 


• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 

• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 
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Crystal Palace 1 Saints 0 


Saints defender Virgil van Dijk keeps a close eye on Palace’s Yannick Bolasie. 



SAINTS’ search for a win goes on af¬ 
ter they were beaten 1-0 by Crystal 
Palace at Selhurst Park. 

Ronald Koeman changed his formation and 
starting line-up in an attempt to end a run of 
four matches without a victory, but it became a 
fourth defeat in five with Yohan Cabeye’s first 
half goal the difference between the teams. 

Saints toiled all afternoon and finally got a 
great chance with virtually the last kick of the 
match but Shane Long’s shot was straight at 
Wayne Hennessey who made the save. 

The new look formation of five at the back felt 
very defensive, though the thought process was 
clear, as Saints tried to keep things tight, invite 
Palace on, and then hit them on the break with 
their pace up front. 

Virgil van Dijk was the right of the three cen¬ 
tre halves with Jose Fonte in the middle and 
Maya Yoshida on the left. 

Shane Long started as a lone frontman with 
Sadio Mane in a slightly deeper role while Ste¬ 
ven Davis was somewhere in between those two 
and the defensive midfield duo of Victor Wany- 
ama and Oriol Romeu. 

Wilfried Zaha created the first moment of any 
kind of panic in the Saints backline on seven 
minutes as his inviting whipped low cross 
from the left had to be turned behind by Cedric 


Team check 


• Ronald Koeman 
made dramatic 
changes to try and 
end their run of four 
games without a 
win, which included 
altering formation 
and dropping striker 
Graziano Pelle. 

• One change was 

forced upon him 
with Maarten 

Stekelenburg miss¬ 
ing out with a toe in¬ 
jury, and Paulo Gaz- 
zaniga preferred to 
Kelvin Davis in goal. 

• Koeman changed to 
five at the back with 
Maya Yoshida the 
third centre half and 
Cedric Soares and 
Ryan Bertrand as 
wing backs. 

• Oriol Romeu was 
chosen to play 
alongside Victor 
Wanyama in central 


midfield while Pelle 
was dropped for the 
first time this sea¬ 
son, with Koeman 
saying he was not 
fresh and suffering 
knee problems. 

• Saints: Gazzaniga, 
Soares, van Dijk, 
Fonte, Yoshida, Ber¬ 
trand, Wanyama, 
Romeu, Mane, S Da¬ 
vis, Long. 

• Subs: K Davis, Mar¬ 
tina, Clasie, Ward- 
Prowse, Tadic, Juan- 
mi, Pelle. 

• C Palace: Hennes¬ 
sey, Ward, Dann, 
Delaney, Souare, 
McArthur, Cabaye, 
Zaha, Puncheon, 
Bolasie, Wickham. 

• Subs: McCarthy, 

Mariappa, Kelly, 
Lee, Mutch, Cham- 
akh, Campbell. 


Soares with Jason Puncheon lurking just be¬ 
hind. 

As the half wore on Saints started to settle 
into their new shape. 

Though they were not overly threatening in 
attack, they were keeping the ball a lot better 
and had a very solid foundation at the back. 

With openings at a premium, Palace were 
frustrated to see Yohan Cabaeye’s right wing 
free kick flash across the box in a dangerous po¬ 
sition but nobody anywhere near getting to it. 

Gazzaniga had to make a first save on 20 min¬ 
utes as Yannick Bolasie cut on to his right foot 
and hit a cross from the left that seemed to 
catch the wind and was curling in before the 
keeper turned it over. 

Moments later Gazzaniga was in action again, 
standing strong at his near post to parry away 
Cabeye’s remarkable drive from a tight angle. 

He completed a quick fire hat-trick of stops 
with Connor Wickham’s close range header 
straight at him. 

Palace were suddenly on the front foot and 
Zaha flashed a shot just over the bar. 

The tactic of trying to hit Palace on the break 
with pace so nearly paid off for Saints on 25 
minutes as Mane broke, and found Shane Long 
with a superb diagonal pass. 

Continued on page 3 


Koeman 
focuses on 
Saints’ 
positives 


RONALD Koeman insisted he 
saw a “positive” performance 
from Saints team, despite 
losing 1-0 at Crystal Palace. 

Yohan Cabeye’s first half 
goal condemned Saints to 
defeat at a windswept Selhurst 
Park. 

The result left Saints without 
a win in their last five games 
going into a St Mary’s double 
header against Tottenham and 
Arsenal. 

“Positive,” said Koeman 
when asked for his assessment 
of the Saints performance. 

“I think it was very difficult 
to play our football about the 
wind. It makes it difficult for 
both teams. 

“Crystal Palace I think it’s 
a team who played a little bit 
more direct than Southampton 
and maybe that was the reason 
we had some difficulties in the 
beginning. 

“After that we controlled the 
game, we had a good chance, 
a good header, not defensively 
good in closing gaps by the 
first goal, by the 1-0. 

“The second half I think we 
played well, we dominated the 
game. 

“Paulo had some good saves. 

I think both goalkeepers 
deserved a win about the 
performances what they 
showed, and the goalkeeper of 
Crystal Palace maybe a little 
bit more because the header 
of Davis and the last one, the 
header of Shane. 

“That’s the reason I think we 
deserved one point.” 

Koeman changed formation 
to play with three centre 
halves for the majority of the 
game, and explained: “One, 
a little bit more defensive 
strength about how they play, 
and you saw that most of the 
time with four deep strikers, 
two wingers, Bolasie and 
Wickham in front. 

“If you play with four then 
it’s every time one-against-one, 
and one of the strengths of 
Crystal Palace and that was 
the reason to stop it, to play 
with an extra defender, to be 
a little more compact, and to 
have Shane and Sadio in front. 
Fast players.” 



Saints boss Ronald Koeman. 


HAVE YOUR SAY ON SAINTS - COMMENT ONLINE AT www.dailyecho.co.uk 
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Saints fail to score from the last corner of the game. 

Cabaye strike downs Saints 



From page 2 

Long beat the offside trap and had 
time to chest the ball down and curl a 
right-footed shot from the edge of the 
area that went agonisingly wide. 

Saints created another great chance 
on 32 minutes. Mane’s backheel 
found Cedric Soares, who whipped 
in a cross from the right for Steven 
Davis to flick a header goalwards and 
force Wayne Hennessey to turn over. 

Mane blazed over from Wanyama’s 
cutback moments later before Palace 
took the lead on 38 minutes. 

Bolasie outpaced Jose Fonte to get 
to the right byline before pulling the 
ball back for the totally unmarked 
Cabaye, who slotted home from the 
edge of the six-yard box. 

Wanyama tried to respond with a 
couple of shots from the edge of the 
area that flew off target before the 
half-time whistle blew. 

Despite falling behind, and having 
created little, Koeman kept with the 
same formation after the break. 

Long had half a chance ten minutes 
after the restart but his half volley on 
the spin was well over. 

Saints had another spell where 
they dominated possession but really 
didn’t look at all threatening. 

Romeu tried with a long-range drive 
but it was straight at Hennessey. 

Saints made a double change on 
67 minutes with Graziano Pelle and 
Dusan Tadic replacing Davis and 
Yoshida as Koeman switched to an at¬ 
tacking 4-4-2 with Tadic and Mane as 
advanced wide men and Pelle joining 
Long up front. 

But it didn’t actually change much 
immediately though, and indeed 
it was Palace who created the next 
chance on 78 minutes as Bolasie’s 
cutback from the left byline picked 
out Zaha, but his first-time shot from 


Yoshida rises high to contest the ball. 

the edge of the area went over. 

Saints made a final switch a minute 
later with James Ward-Prowse re¬ 
placing Romeu in midfield. 

And Palace responded with a 
change of their own, Jordan Mutch 
coming on for Jason Puncheon. 

Rather than Saints pressing on it 
was Palace who suddenly started to 


look more threatening in the closing 
stages, Gazzaniga making an excel¬ 
lent save down to his right to pre¬ 
vent Wickham’s near-post drive from 
creeping in. 

From the corner he made another 
top save, this time from Bolasie’s 
well-hit volley. 

The fourth official held up the 


board to show three minutes of add¬ 
ed time and deep into it Saints had 
the chance they had been waiting for 
to equalise. 

Long sprung the offside trap and 
was in one-on-one with Hennessey 
but drove his shot straight at the Pal¬ 
ace ‘keeper who made the save and 
condemned Saints to another defeat. 


Swans go 
close to 
a shock 

MANCHESTER City snatched 
a dramatic victory at the 
death over Swansea to 
go back to the top of the 
Barclays Premier League. 

Yaya Toure’s stoppage-time 
shot hit Kelechi Iheanacho on 
its way in to clinch a 2-1 win 
just two minutes after 
Bafetimbi Gomis looked to 
have given the battling 
Swans, who sacked manager 
Garry Monk on Wednesday, a 
deserved point. 

Wilfried Bony returned to 
haunt his former side after his 
seventh goal of the season 
gave City a first-half lead. 

Bony headed in Jesus 
Navas’ 26th-minute corner for 
his third goal in four outings, 
but Gomis scored at the start 
of injury-time only for Toure 
to win it seconds later. 

Victory sent City top ahead 
of Leicester, who play 
Chelsea on Monday, on goal 
difference, while Swansea are 
just a point above the 
relegation zone after one win 
in 12 games. 

Earlier, Romelu Lukaku 
scored in his seventh straight 
game as Everton were held 
1-1 at Norwich. 

The striker became the first 
Toffees player to score in 
seven successive matches in 
40 years, since Bob Latchford 
in December 1975, when he 
nodded in Gerard Deulofeu’s 
cross after 15 minutes. 

Pounced 

But Wes Hoolahan grabbed 
a second-half equaliser for 
the struggling Canaries, who 
have recorded just one 
victory in their last 10 
matches, although they are 
now unbeaten in their last 
three home outings. 

Sam Allardyce’s Sunderland 
failed to take advantage of 
Norwich dropping points as 
they slipped to a 1-0 defeat at 
home to Watford. 

Odion Ighalo pounced to 
net his 10th goal of the 
season in just the fourth 
minute to secure the Hornets’ 
third straight win, while 
Jurado also hit a post for the 
visitors, leaving Sunderland 
second bottom. 

Heurelho Gomes denied 
Jermain Defoe with a brilliant 
stop with five minutes to go 
as the Black Cats’ mini revival 
of two wins in their last three 
games was ended. 

England international Jack 
Butland earned Stoke a point 
at West Ham as the 
goalkeeper saved Ryan 
Cresswell’s late cross-shot to 
earn a 0-0 draw for the 
Potters. 

Mauro Zarate also hit a post 
with eight minutes left for 
West Ham as the visitors 
survived two late scares at 
Upton Park, although Marne 
Biram Diouf could have won it 
late on but was thwarted by 
Adrian. 
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FA Trophy: Aldershot 0 Eastleigh 1 

Super sub Ross pops up to 
give away-kings Trophy win 



EASTLEIGH recovered from a poor 
first-half performance to book their 
place in the FA Trophy second round 
with a 1-0 win at ten-man Aldershot 
Town. 

The 80th-minute sending-off of 
Shots’ Omar Beckles proved a turn¬ 
ing point with Eastleigh substi¬ 
tute Ross Lafayette striking three 
minutes later to send the Spitfires 
through, writes WENDY GEE. 
Incredibly it was Eastleigh’s ninth 
victory out of ten away games under 
Chris Todd’s charge. 

And the one game they didn’t win 
was a 1-1 draw at National League 
leaders Cheltenham! 

The Spitfires made a couple of 
changes after Tuesday’s excellent 2-1 
league win at Macclesfield with Yemi 
Odubade and Ben Strevens coming 
into the starting 11, while Jai Reason 
was named on the bench and Jack 
Midson dropped out of the 16. Ex- 
Saint Dan Harding returned as a sub 
after injury 

Unexpectedly for Harding he was 
called into action with just seven 
minutes gone as Paul Reid landed 
awkwardly after going in for a 50-50 
challenge with Danny Carr and im¬ 
mediately indicated that he needed 
to come off. 

Harding slotted into his customary 
left-back role with Michael Green 
partnering Joe Partington at centre- 
half. 

Acrobatic 

Aldershot, reeling after five 
straight Vanarama National League 
defeats, had made the brighter start 
with the lively Carr forcing Ross Flit- 
ney to save at his near post before 
Charlie Walker sent an acrobatic ef¬ 
fort wide. 

With the Spitfires’ reshuffled de¬ 
fence taking time to settle and their 
energetic opponents passing the ball 
at pace, the Shots swarmed all over 
their in-form visitors and it needed a 
remarkable point-blank save by Flit- 
ney to deny Carr after Luke Oliver 
had won a far post header from Sean 
McGinty’s deep free kick. 

Little was seen from Eastleigh as an 
attacking force until the 22nd minute 
when Lee Cook delivered a danger¬ 
ous cross from the left which was 
just too far in front of Strevens at the 
back stick. 

They did their best to pass the ball 
around and suck the life out of Al¬ 
dershot’s whirlwind start, but the 
Shots still proved a handful with 
Damon Lathrope twice firing wide 
from distance and Partington doing 
well to clear ex-Spitfire Dan Walker’s 
inswinging corner. 

Another good turn and cross by 
Cook offered the visitors hope, but 
Aldershot were soon bombing for¬ 


Eastleigh super sub Ross Lafayette 

ward again with Eastleigh’s on-loan 
right-back Wes Atkinson needing all 
his pace to deal with Walker’s speedy 
break down the Shots’ left. 

On 43 minutes Eastleigh’s top scor¬ 
er James Constable nipped in ahead 
of Omar Beckles and passed inside 
to Odubade who steered a rising shot 
over from 20 yards. 

But the visitors were soon under 
the cosh again with Charlie Walker 
left holding his head in his hands 
after sticking a boot out to reach his 


namesake Dan’s free-kick and pok¬ 
ing a clear chance wide. 

Half time: Aldershot 0 
Eastleigh 0 

Buoyed by a halt-time team talk and 
with a brisk breeze now behind them, 
Eastleigh showed more purpose after 
the break and there were signs of 
normal service being resumed when 
Shots keeper Phil Smith had to dive 


full stretch to turn away Constable’s 
dangerous delivery from the left. 

But Aldershot responded with 
a spate of corners and there was 
an anxious moment for the Spit¬ 
fires when, in trying to stop Rhys 
Browne’s cross finding teammate 
Carr, Green sliced his clearance over 
the bar. 

Eastleigh’s injury problems mount¬ 
ed on the hour when Harding went 
down, requiring treatment, and the 
sub himself had to be substituted. 
With no other defenders on the 
bench, midfielder Jai Reason went 
on and Strevens dropped into the 
back four. 

Josh Payne’s speculative 30-yarder 
was just about dealt with by Smith as 
Eastleigh rallied and then Constable 
lashed a decent effort wide. 

Aldershot had the ball in the back 
of net on 68 minutes but it was cor¬ 
rectly called back for offside against 
Carr. 

Charlie Walker then fired a decent 
effort wide for Shots after bundling 
Strevens off the ball - his last contri¬ 
bution before being replaced by Rich¬ 
ard Brodie., 

It was then that a hitherto tame cup 
tie began to boil over with Reason 
booked for Eastleigh and the Shots 
fans baying for blood when Brodie 
was brought down on the edge of the 
box. 

Lathrope fired the ball into the wall 
and, as Eastleigh broke, the Aider- 
shot natives grew even more restless 
when Beckles was shown a straight 
red for wrestling the pacy Odubade 
to ground just outside the Shots area. 

Payne curled the subsequent free 
kick narrowly off target but, with 
the Spitfires now breaking at will 
against the ten men, it was no sur¬ 
prise when they seized the lead with 
83 minutes gone. 

Again it was Odabade’s fleet of foot 
that caused the Shots’ problems as 
he raced onto Payne’s through ball 
and lifted the ball over the advancing 
Smith. 

The ball was drifting wide, though, 
before sub Ross Lafayette - who had 
not long been on the pitch for an¬ 
other injury victim, Andry Drury - 
tapped it into the net. 

Odubade was soon creating havoc 
again, but this time Cheye Alexander 
managed to thrash the ball clear. 

In the fourth minute of stoppage 
time it looked as if a Tuesday night 
replay was heading for the Silver- 
lake when Jim Stevenson was flicked 
clean through on Eastleigh’s goal, 
but his touch was heavy and Spitfires 
stopper Flitney safely gathered. 

Full-time: Aldershot 0 
Eastleigh 1 


Results 

FA TROPHY, first round 

AFC Telford United 0 Chester FC 2 
Aldershot 0 Eastleigh 1 
Boreham Wood 1 Woking 2 
Burscough 2 Guiseley 2 
Cheltenham Town 3 Chelmsford City 1 
Corinthian Casuals 1 Hungerford 2 
East Thurrock United 1 Maidenhead 
United 4 

Eastbourne Borough 7 Hemel 
Hempstead 4 

Grimsby 1 Solihull Moors 1 
Havant & Waterlooville 2 Forest Green 
Rovers 0 

Maidstone United 0 Bognor Regis 
Town 1 

Oxford City 3 Ebbsfleet United 1 
Stourbridge 2 Kidderminster Harriers 1 
Sutton Coldfield 0 Barrow 1 
Tilbury 3 Welling United 4 
Tranmere Rovers 2 Wrexham 4 
Truro 2 Cirencester 2 
Whitehawk 1 Dover Athletic 3 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Basingstoke Town 0 Dartford 1 
Hayes & Yeading 1 Sutton United 3 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier 

Bedworth United 0 Poole Town 2 
Bideford 0 Hitchin Town 0 
Biggleswade 1 Dorchester 0 
Cambridge City 1 Merthyr Town 0 
Histon 0 Redditch United 0 
Kings Lynn 1 Frome 0 
Paulton Rovers 1 Dunstable 2 
St Neots 0 Kettering 1 
Weymouth 6 Slough 1 
Division One South & West 
AFC Totton 7 Bishops Cleeve 0 
Didcot Town 1 Yate 1 
Larkhall Athletic 1 Marlow 2 
Mangotsfield United 0 North Leigh 2 
Slimbridge pp Bashley 
Taunton 2 Winchester City 1 
FA VASE 

Moneyfield 0 Brimscombe & Thrupp 0 
Tadley Calleva 2 Newport loW 2 aet 
Highworth Town 1 Salisbury 5 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
AFC Portchester 1 Fawley 0 
Alresford Town 3 Bournemouth 
Poppies 6 

Andover Town 2 Horndean 3 
Bemerton HH 2 Team Solent 2 
Cowes Sports 1 Blackfield & Langley 4 
Fareham Town pp Brockenhurst 
Lymington Town 2 Hamworthy United 0 
Verwood Town 1 Sholing 1 
Whitchurch United pp Folland Sports 
Division One 

Alton Town 4 AFC Stoneham 0 
Amesbury Town 4 East Cowes Vies 1 
Downton A-A Christchurch 
Fleet Spurs pp Andover New Street 
New Milton 3 Laverstock & Ford 2 
Pewsey Vale pp Portland United 
Totton & Eling 0 Romsey Town 2 
US Portsmouth pp Hythe & Dibden 
HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP, 
third round 

BTC Southampton 2 Burridge 2 (BTC 
won 5-3 pens) 

West Wight pp Hedge End Rangers. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 

PREMIERS LEAGUE 

Premier 

Bush Hill 5 Fleetlands 3 
Clanfield 0 Baffins Milton Rovers 2 
Colden Common 0 Liphook United 2 
Headley United 5 Paulsgrove 4 
Liss Athletic pp Stockbridge 
Locks Heath pp Winchester Castle 
Overton United 1 QK Southajpton 3 
Division 1 

AFC Petersfield pp Broughton 

Andover Lions pp Netley Central Sports 

Michelmersh & Timsbury pp Lyndhurst 

Sway 3 Upham 1 

Combination East 

Liphook United 2 AFC Petersfield 2 

Combination West 

Hamle Club 4 Hedge End Rangers 2 

Winchester Castle 2 Overton United 0 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Combination Cup 

Laverstock & Ford 0 Romsey Town 

2 aet 

Premier 

Petersfield 3 AFC Totton 1 
Dorchester 3 Winchester City 0 

DREW SMITH GROUP 
SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier 

Nursling 1 Durley 1. 

Senior 1 

AFC Botley 2 Chamberlayne Ath 5 

Junior 1 

Capital 1 Athletico Romsey 5 
Southampton B cup, semi-final 
Inmar 0 Kings Park Rangers 5 
Senior League Cup, quarter-finals 
Comrades 4 Soton University 3 
Junior League Cup, third round 
Shamblehurst 4 AFC Phoenix XI 


JOIN THE BIGGEST tBEST’ 

5-A-SIDE «» 


ww. 


msm 


free 

TR1AE _ 

6AW LEAGUES IN SOUTHAMPTON 


bar 
VOUCHERS 


CALL NOW 02380 510 666 or VISIT goalsfootball.co.uk | 

Goals Southampton, Millbrook Point Road, Millbrook, Southampton SOI 5 OJZ 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT } 

League 1 spirit should 
come from the team 
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Saints need to make 
football affordable 
for its die hard fans 


WHEN the going gets tough, the 
tough get going. 

For the last, glorious, five years there’s 
been precious little you could classify as 
tough. 

Since 2010 I’ve seen Saints win at Wemb¬ 
ley, attain two successive promotions and 
achieve a level of success in the Premier 
League we’d never seen previously 

In truth we’ve been spoilt. 

We’ve had a procession of good times at St 
Mary’s, from the depths of League 1 to the 
Europa League in just six years. It is just 
simply one of the greatest footballing sto¬ 
ries ever... and I know I’m biased. 

I deliberately mention that as a precursor 
to my comments on the heavy defeat to Liv¬ 
erpool and our stagnant league form which 
has seen us drop behind the likes of Palace, 
West Ham and even Watford. 

The defeat to Liverpool was abysmal, 
there’s no sugar coating it. 

Had Saints won, it would have been the 
kick on we needed to put the ghosts of 
transfer windows past and moved on. 

Instead we were humiliated. 

In no way shape or form is that acceptable. 

The club trots out “The spirit of League 
One” as a rallying cry. That’s something 
they really should point out to the players 
rather than the fans. 

I saw precious little unity or togetherness 
on the pitch, as the team looked more dis¬ 
jointed than ever under the Liebherrs. 

It’s somewhat unfair to suggest the fans 
get behind the team more when they’re woe¬ 
fully underperforming. 

The whole “Spirit of League One” is inter¬ 
esting. 

It always is when clubs try to get the fans 
to recreate the spirit of either “The good 
times” or the “Tough times”. 

I wonder if I’m alone in thinking the real 
spirit of League One was the fans, who 
could then afford to go to football. I’ve lost 
count of the amount of fans I met during 
the early Liebherr years, who went week in, 
week out, and yet now can’t afford to go in 
the Premier League. 

They were the spirit of League One, just as 
much as the players and the manager. 

If the club really wants to #MarchOn then 
they need to really re-evaluate what they 
want from the fans. 


The harsh truth is that the club itself need 
to look deeper than just glib catch phrases 
and soundbites. 

It needs to look at the customer and not 
just what they want, but what they can af¬ 
ford. 

For the working man/woman, £600-£850 
per person is a huge amount. 

For a family it’s just way beyond their 
means, - it takes a weekly ritual and makes 
it a monthly/bi-monthly treat. 

Football shouldn’t be that, it shouldn’t be 
the plaything of those who can afford it. 

It’s the property of us all. 

It shouldn’t be something people huddle 
around a computer with a dodgy wifi con¬ 


nection streaming a dodgy Arabic trans¬ 
mission. 

Football is surely better than that. 

The problem Saints have in the Premier 
League is the problem they had previously 
had. 

We attracted fans that were more worried 
about the opposition than they were about 
Saints. 

When you’re more worried about return¬ 
ing ex players/opposition stars than you 
are about your own players, you have a 
problem. 

In League One I felt people genuinely 
cared about the players. 

From Sir Rickie Lambert to Lee Barnard 


to Kelvin Davis to Papa Waigo, you cared 
about your players, even the ones that 
weren’t really that good. 

Do we really have the same connection 
with the new players? 

Without wishing to be unnecessarily con¬ 
troversial, there’s a difference between the 
League One fans and the Premier League 
ones. 

There appears to be almost a sense of en¬ 
titlement around some fans these days, as 
if somehow we’re entitled to be competing 
for Europe and if we don’t then we’re fail¬ 
ing. 

We’re not. 

Saints are missing something. 

They’re missing the hundreds upon hun¬ 
dreds of fans who stood behind the club 
through thick and thin and now find them¬ 
selves priced out of the game and replaced 
by people for whom football and Southamp¬ 
ton aren’t the most important things for 
them. 

It doesn’t stop with the fans. 

A major part of our stagnation as a club 
lies with the players. 

More importantly, the ridiculous turno¬ 
ver of them. 

If we learnt anything from the Rupert 
Lowe era it was that sooner or later your 
luck will run out. For every Michael Sven- 
sson and Dean Richards there was a mil¬ 
lion pound failure that never even troubled 
the reserves, let alone the first team. 

As a club the odds are that eventually we 
won’t be able to continually buy “cheap” 
and sell expensive. 

That sooner or later the replacement will 
be an abject failure and everything will fall 
to rack and ruin. 

More importantly, this steady turnover of 
stars drives a wedge between the relation¬ 
ship between the fans and those players. 

How can you fully care about a player 
when you doubt fully he’ll be there next 
season? 

Where is that relationship we had in 
League One and the Championship? 

Ask yourself, do you care about Victor 
Wanyama as much as you did about Mor¬ 
gan Schneiderlin? 

Hell, I cared more about Dan Harding 
than I do about some of our current play¬ 
ers and that was in no short measure down 
to Harding turning down League football 
with Pompey because he didn’t want to up¬ 
set Saints fans. 

Now that’s what you want from a foot¬ 
baller! 

Spirit. Guts. Integrity. 

To the club I say this, glib catchphrases 
and hash tags are all well and good but foot¬ 
ball fans aren’t stupid. 

If you want to re-establish the spirit of 
League One, then really re-establish the 
spirit of League One. 

Make Southampton a community club, 
not a collection of people who can afford 
to go to a football match. Bring it back to 
people... 

Because they were the spirit of League 
One. 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all Things football 


If Newcastle play that 


MODERN FOOTBALL is about win¬ 
ning and not much else. Especially 
when you’re down at the bottom 
of the table. When all your season 
will start to consist of is beating 
the drop and staying in the big 
league for next season again. 

It’s stressful. 

You have little time to sit and enjoy being 
in the Premier League, which is clearly the 
prize you wanted so bad in the first place. 

Why else would you put all the time and ef¬ 
fort into trying to stay in the league? 

But at Newcastle this season, it’s sliding 
into that. 

A win last weekend was just so necessary 
because of their league position. Yet surely 
they can’t really take many positives out of 
it? 

Surely, given that they won 2-0 and had 
their first shot on target in the last minute 
when they scored their second goal, there 
can be no concrete happiness taken from the 
victory other than the victory itself? 

No matter how bad you are, there’s still 
a possibility of winning a game, after all. 
Even a stopped clock is right twice a day 

And so that win over Jurgen Klopp’s Liver¬ 
pool, that win that more or less proves that 
football is a crazy sport full of unexpected 
consequences, probably proves nothing 
more than you shouldn’t bet on football! 

In the end, Klopp’s Liverpool are still a 
team on the up, and Newcastle are still a 
team who don’t play like a team. 

What Steve McClaren said after the game, 
that his players need to ‘crawl’ into the 
dressing room again after games because 
that’s the effort they need to give, really does 
speak volumes. 

Every manager requires effort from his 
players. 

But McClaren seems to require something 
more. 

He seems to require something from his 
players that in the long term seems detri¬ 
mental. 

In an age of rest and recovery, minute de¬ 
tails and marginal gains, it’s a strange idea. 

Given that a trip to Azerbaijan in the Eu- 
ropa League is mitigation for poor perfor¬ 
mances these days, it’s strange to hear Mc¬ 
Claren say that. 

Because Newcastle find themselves in a 
similar situation. A situation where even 
winning games isn’t a good thing, because it 
doesn’t bode well long term. 

I said football is about winning, but there 
is one caveat. 

Football is about winning over the long 
term. 

Even in an age of managerial sackings 
and short-termism, the league still spreads 
over 38 games, and a season still lasts nine 


Newcastle’s Georginio Wijnaldum celebrates after his shot deflects off Liverpool’s Martin Skrtel for an own goal against Liverpool 


months. 

So even if football is about winning points 
and not about simply playing well, it’s about 
doing that for a whole year. 

So when Newcastle were outplayed by 
Bournemouth but still took the points, and 
when they played terribly against Liver¬ 
pool — who were equally bad — and took 
the points, then you could forgive them for 
that if they weren’t playing so badly to be¬ 
gin with. 


When teams like Manchester City or Arse¬ 
nal play badly and grind out a win we praise 
them; because ‘that’s what champions do’. 

Yet when Newcastle do it, it’s not the same. 
It feels more like they’ve won those two 
games in spite of themselves, rather than 
through sheer dogged determination. 

Sometimes you can tell a lot from the per¬ 
formances even in victory. 

Newcastle can’t just sweep it under the rug 
and slide into a state of relief at a win. 


They should be in a state of alarm at how 
badly they played, and think that if they 
play that badly again they aren’t likely to 
win. 

In fact, if they play that badly for the rest 
of the season, they’ll go down. 

If they beat Liverpool, that wasn’t be¬ 
cause they’re good enough to beat teams 
like Liverpool week in and week out. 

It’s just that Newcastle are a stopped 
clock. 


badly they’ll go down 
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Adam Rant 
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Don’t ban Fury for 
speaking rubbish 



Boxing champ 
should be subject 
to the public vote 

AS ABHORRENT as some of 
the views of the heavyweight 
champion Tyson Fury are, he 
should not be removed from 
the BBC’s Sports Personal¬ 
ity of the Year shortlist. 

The bigger question is whether he 
should have even been included in 
the first place. 

The justification has been that af¬ 
ter beating Wladimir Klitschko to 
become only Britain’s seventh heav¬ 
yweight world champion, Fury’s 
achievements merited his place. 

Certainly the BBC have backed 
this view in the wake of criticism. 

Adam Rant would point out that 
the award is not actually meant to 
be based purely on merit. The clue 
is staring you bang in the face in the 
title ‘Personality of the Year.’ It’s not 
‘Achiever of the Year.’ 

On the basis of pure sporting mer¬ 
it then there can be no argument 
that Fury has earned his place. He 
perhaps even deserves to win it. 

That he won’t is indeed down to his 
personality rather than his achieve¬ 
ments. 

Fury’s utterings are often nonsen¬ 
sical, supposedly driven by classic 
scripture. They are homophobic, 
sexist, and at best totally outdated. 

Maybe a few people agree with 
him, but the vast majority will prob¬ 
ably look on in bewilderment at this 
drivel. 

Fury does genuinely seem to be¬ 
lieve it. His traveller background 
does give him a different outlook on 
life, it seems. 

However, equally moronic is the 
thought of expunging him from the 
shortlist now he has made it. 

For the judging panel to have done 
so originally on a failure of the per¬ 
sonality test would have been a point 
of debate, but at least an honourable 
position to take. To do so now in the 
face of a petition would not. 

If there is one thing worse than 
having to listen to Fury’s rubbish, 
it’s the thought of not being given 
the chance to do so. 

Thankfully, we do not live in a 
country that just shuts down peo¬ 
ple’s views. 

Do we really have true free speech? 
Of course, there are laws, but we can 
at least express ourselves, and what 
Fury says is not targeting a particu¬ 
lar person, not putting anybody at 
risk. It’s just nonsense, as the vast 
majority of people will recognise. 


Some argue that the world would 
be a better place if we didn’t have 
people with opinions like Fury’s, let 
alone one with such a platform from 
which to speak. 

But countered to that is that it 


would be even worse if Fury, or any¬ 
body else for that matter, was barred 
from saying them. 

Who gets the right to decide that? 
Who gets to pick and choose what is 
acceptable? There is already a bit of 


that with our current laws as it is, 
let’s not make it worse. 

Ultimately, the general public 
will decide with a vote. Adam Rant 
would much rather have faith that 
they will judge things correctly. 


Realism is 
required 

IT IS incredible that some 
clubs get such delusions of 
grandeur. 

The latest to join the list are 
Swansea. 

After a few decent seasons 
in the Premier League, they 
seem to think it’s their divine 
right to be a top half team, 
despite a comparatively small 
support and a history that 
suggests that they are well 
above their station. 

They have sacked Garry 
Monk, a fine young manager 
who has done well for them, 
after one poor run of results. 

Maybe there was more 
going on behind the scenes, 
maybe they wanted to make a 
change anyway and this was 
just the excuse they needed. 

But sometimes clubs - and 
that means fans and owners - 
need to see the bigger 
picture, the wider context. 

You cannot have continuous 
progress. Clubs like 
Swansea, dare I add 
Southampton, have a natural 
ceiling that without literally 
hundreds of millions of 
investment they cannot 
break. 

This is football, but even so 
reality has to strike at some 
point. 



Garry Monk 


Doomed 
to drop 

REMI Garde must be 
wondering what he has let 
himself in for as Aston Villa 
manager. 

As we know, Adam Rant 
does not have the best of 
records when it comes to 
predictions, but he’s making 
a bold one here. 

Without significant 
investment in the January 
transfer window, and by 
‘significant’ think ludicrous 
money, Villa are doomed to 
relegation. 

It is hard to put into words 
how bad they were at St 
Mary’s last weekend. 

How they escaped with a 
point goodness only knows, 
as Saints missed so many 
early chances to be out of 
sight within half an hour. 

Villa haven’t got that lucky 
often this season, and will 
not do so often again. 

If Garde didn’t do his 
homework he is getting one 
heck of a nasty shock. 
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Cherries 2 Manchester United 1 

Cherries add another prize scalp 
as Howe’s side climb the table 



BOURNEMOUTH picked up 
a second prized Premier 
League scalp in a week as 
they beat Manchester Unit¬ 
ed at the Vitality Stadium. 

Seven days on from a momen¬ 
tous victory at the home of cham¬ 
pions Chelsea, Eddie Howe’s men 
recorded another memorable win as 
they beat an injury-plagued United 
2 - 1 , 

United, on the back of their chas¬ 
tening Champions League exit, 
missed the chance to move level at 
the top of the table as they slipped to 
a third league defeat of the season. 

Much has changed for the Cher¬ 
ries since Harry Redknapp guided 
them to a famous FA Cup giant-kill¬ 
ing over United in 1984. 

So much so that this is more of a 
minor upset than massive shock 
- but United fans will still believe 
their expectations are not being met 
by Van Gaal and his side. 

Decimated by injuries, United’s 
defence was certainly inexperi¬ 
enced as full Premier League debu¬ 
tants Cameron Borthwick-Jackson 
and Guillermo Varela joined make¬ 
shift centre-back Daley Blind and 
20-year-old Paddy McNair at the 
back. 

The hosts were ahead almost 
straight away as Stanislas’ corner 
drifted over everyone to nestle in 
David De Gea’s net with less than 
three minutes on the clock. 

Van Gaal’s men looked for an in¬ 
stant response and Memphis Depay 
was clipped by Adam Smith with 
Artur Boruc on hand to magnifi¬ 
cently keep out Fellaini and McNair 
from the resulting free-kick. 

United knocked the ball around 
without truly pushing into Bourne¬ 
mouth’s final third before Anthony 
Martial was gifted possession by 
Stanislas, only to send a tame shot 
wide. 

It was United who were profligate 
in possession moments later as 
Blind’s pass went straight to Harry 
Arter, who freed Stanislas but De 


Gea was on hand to dive at this feet 
and prevent him doubling his tally. 

And United soon made them pay 
as Depay was played in by a typi¬ 
cally astute Michael Carrick pass, 
controlling on his chest before forc¬ 
ing another smart stop out of Boruc 
- but the Polish goalkeeper could do 


nothing to prevent Fellaini eventu¬ 
ally bundling home the rebound. 

Bournemouth started in style 
again in the second-half as Simon 
Francis, man of the match at Chel¬ 
sea, belied his position as a centre- 
back to dance through United’s 
defence like a seasoned winger and 


fire at De Gea. 

The Spain goalkeeper turned his 
effort behind but Matt Ritchie’s re¬ 
sulting low corner was swept home 
by King to put the Cherries back in 
front. 

Fellaini almost levelled again be¬ 
fore King had to be substituted due 


to injury - with Chelsea match-win¬ 
ner Glenn Murray replacing him. 

The former Crystal Palace man 
had two golden chances to seal all 
three points again but blazed wildly 
over on both occasions. It would not 
matter as the hosts hung on for a fa¬ 
mous win. 



Wimbledon 2016 

The iconic event of any summer 
2 days from £159.00,9 & 10 July 2016 

This is your chance to soak up the unique atmosphere of 
the world’s premier Grand Slam tennis championships over 
the ‘Finals’ weekend. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A reserved seat on No.l Court at Wimbledon for the finals 
of the Junior and Veterans’ events 

• Visit to Windsor with the opportunity to visit 
Windsor Castle 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation 
at a three-star hotel in the Greater London area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer || Newmarket 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 RI 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll410 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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England and 
Wales paired 
for Euro 2016 

ENGLAND and Wales will 
meet for the first time in a 
major tournament after they 
were drawn in the same group 
for Euro 2016. 

Roy Hodgson’s men take 
on Chris Coleman’s side on 
Thursday June 16 in Lens in 
what will be the teams’ second 
match in Group B. 

It was the draw Coleman 
had been hoping to avoid, but 
Russia and Slovakia are the 
other opponents in the group 
meaning the most daunting 
rivals had been avoided. 

Northern Ireland were 
drawn in Group C with world 
champions Germany, plus 
Poland and Ukraine. 

Martin O’Neill’s Republic 
of Ireland side were drawn in 
Group E, which looks to be the 
toughest in terms of the path 
to the knock-out rounds, with 
Belgium, who are currently 
top of the FIFA world 
rankings, Sweden and Italy. 

England kick off their 
campaign in Marseille on 
Saturday, June 11 against 
Russia, meet Wales five days 


England manager Roy Hodgson at 
the UEFA Euro 2016 draw in Paris. 


later, and end the group 
against Slovakia in St Etienne 
on Monday, June 20. 

Marseille, Lens, and St 
Etienne were also the venues 
for three of England’s 
matches in the 1998 World 
Cup in France, memorable for 
goals by Paul Scholes, David 
Beckham and Michael Owen. 

Northern Ireland open 
their first-ever European 
Championship campaign 
against Poland in Nice on June 
12 . 

They then head to Lyon 
to face Ukraine on June 16 
before finishing their Group C 
campaign against Germany at 
the Parc de Princes in Paris on 
June 21. 

The Republic of Ireland have 
been handed a huge task and 
start their Group E bid against 
Sweden in the Stade de France 
on June 13. 

Martin O’Neill’s side travel 
to Bordeaux to face Belgium 
on June 18 and finish the 
group stage against Italy in 

Continued on next page 


Fans back Fonte’s 


Oriol Romeu nets Saints’ equaliser against Villa at St Mary’s. 


Jose Fonte and Virgil Van Dijk leap with Villa’s Rudi Gestede. 


SAINTS skipper Jose Fonte sparked 
a fierce debate this week when he 
spoke out after the disappointing 
1-1 home draw with Aston Villa. 

The 31-year-old said he hoped 
Saints would bring in “more qual¬ 
ity” in the forthcoming January 
window, and feared other clubs had 
more depth in their squad. 

But what did Saints’ fans think of 
the captain’s comments? Here are a 
selection of postings on the Daily 
Echo’s website: dailyecho.co.uk 

It’s clear that we’re being left 
behind by the likes of Stoke and 
Palace. With the amount of money 
in the game now we can afford to 
spend and still be sustainable. We 
overachieved last season we need 
investment in the team. 

Lambo 83 

I like how football fans jump to 
massive and fast conclusions on 
just a few results. Just look at Liv¬ 
erpool thinking they would win the 
league before the Newcastle game. 
You also think we are left behind by 
2 teams currently one point above 
us in the table. If we had taken 
one of the chances and beat Villa 
would we be the ones leaving them 
behind? I guess we are all leaving 
Chelsea behind. 

Swesaint 

Sit tight and ride this little squall 
out mate and wait and see if Santa 
brings us the CB the winger and 
the striker (been pretty much say¬ 
ing the same positions for a couple 
of seasons now) I doubt we could 
switch Mane inside and say there’s 
the striker ‘cos he’s probably al¬ 
ready being tapped up by the big 
boys. 

Jls217 

Totally agree. Issue is wages 
though. I think we have a slightly 
inflated squad that was prepped 
for a Europa campaign, so there 
may not be much we can bring in 
particularly if we are trying to up 
the contracts of the likes of Mane, 
Wamyama etc 

Prawn89 

A nice £25m January signing 
might be just the thing to lift spirits 
and change the mood around the 
place, signal of intent and all that. 

NewBoots_Tahar 

No player would come in for £25m 
because we can’t offer the wages 
that go with such high transfer 
fees! 

£15m is tops for us. We need to 
sign quality premier league expe¬ 
rience but we never buy from ri¬ 
vals because we think we’re being 
ripped off. So back to chancing it 
with a cheaper foreign player we go 
and hope it works out. 

Southamptonlegend 

Fonte is, of course, quite right 
but the impression from the club’s 
hierarchy is that the January win¬ 
dow is not usually our preferred 
shopping time. We may dip in if 


one of the long term big targets be¬ 
comes available or maybe even get 
a couple of loanees, but I doubt we 
will take on anyone permanently 
with the level of quality that Jose 
refers to. 

I remain curious that some of 
the close season signings haven’t 


seen much pitch time. We do seem 
to spend a significant amount of 
money on players who never get to 
shine. 

Maybe that’s what it takes to keep 
a squad up to numbers on our budg¬ 
et, but if they turn up and never 
play it makes you wonder what we 


saw in them in the first place. 

Alicesdad 

Top marks to fonte for coming out 
speaking the truth and not sugar 
coating our predicament ... it’s 
crystal clear that we need quality 
not quantity, I agree with the other 
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desire for quality 

emy for the last 10 or so years has 
ground to a halt 

Believe me, if any of them were 
good enough they would be playing 
first team football by now 
We have had a very good run, but 
all good things come to an end.. 
Walcott, Bale, Shaw, Lalllana were 
absolute diamonds, a golden era for 
staplewood. 

Costa gaz 

Actually, I think the talent is still 
coming out of the academy. It is 
just that RK doesn’t seem to want 
to give them a chance. 

Legod7 

Not sure those players on the 
bench will thank Fonte for 
his straight-talking. 
StPerrryGroves 

Truth hurts? 

Osprey Saint 

Maybe it will spur those on the 
bench (or not even there yet) to try 
a bit harder to get onto the pitch...I 
think we saw what it could do for 
Juanmi and Romeu when they 
were brought on against Villa at a 
critical time, they went out and ran 
like crazies and we got that pre¬ 
cious equaliser! 

Snapper Saint 


Joleon Lescott celebrates giving Villa a shock lead at St Mary’s last weekend. I don’t see any big bucks signings 

coming, but there is still value in 
the market if you can get it right. 

Dimitri Payet £10.7m Marseille 
to WHU, Yohan Cabaye £12m PSG 
to Palace and even Riyad Mahrez 
£0.4m Le Havre to Leicester .... 
Take a trip to France, Ron. 

Mush On The Beach 


the Stade Pierre Mauroy in 
Lille. 

Former England captain Alan 
Shearer believes players from 
the Three Lions and Wales will 
relish their game but played 
down England’s chances in the 
overall tournament. 

“I heard Chris Coleman 
say beforehand he didn’t 
want to play England but 
deep down both him and Roy 
(Hodgson) will be delighted. 
For the players to play against 
players they know very well, 
it’s a game they will all look 
forward to,” he told the BBC. 

“For the first time in a 
long time we’re (England) 
going into a tournament, 
without being disrespectful 
to any players, without any 
real superstars. We have a 
good team and some good 
youngsters coming through. 

“If we’re honest it might be 
a little bit early but we have 
(Gary) Cahill, (Ross) Barkley, 
(John) Stones and a very good 
keeper (Joe Hart). Who knows? 
We’re just looking for a bit of 
progression with England.” 

Ex-Wales and Arsenal 
striker John Hartson believes 
Wales must look at their 
opening game against Slovakia 
in Bordeaux as a golden 
chance. 

He said: “Look at Russia 
and England, they are a lot 
stronger than Slovakia. Wales 
kick off against Slovakia so 
it’s an opportunity to get three 


Shane Long goes down in the penalty area after a tussle with Villa’s Joleon Lescott at St Mary’s. 


posters on here about this season 
being unpredictable, with other 
safe clubs like Stoke, palace, West 
ham, Leicester all improving, but 
just like what happened to us the 
past two seasons the vultures will 
rip them up cherry picking their 
best players, 

If you never dream, your never 


have a dream come true 

Interesting that Fonte, who sees 
them close up every day, isn’t say¬ 
ing “we need to get some of our 
academy boys into the team” ... as 
part of the ongoing debate about 
whether we have abandoned our 
home-grown policy or not, it’s in¬ 


structive to see that, apparently, 
our captain wants to buy, rather 
than promote some of those who 
should be trying to kick the door 
down to get on the pitch.... 

Tony in Liberia 

I am afraid the conveyor belt of 
talent that come out of our acad- 


Fonte is only saying what many 
of us have been saying but to hear 
the captain saying it is really inter¬ 
esting. 

The squad put together for the 
Europa League looks like it was 
based on quantity not quality. Most 
of the players brought in are sim¬ 
ply not good enough. VVD was the 
only stand out signing. 

Chapperall 

Fonte is just answering the ques¬ 
tions put to him in an honest and 
forthright way Would we want a 
team captain to be any other way 
What you choose to read into or out 
of them is entirely your choice. I 
can see no coded messages there. 
It’s exactly as he states it. 

As for your judgement on what 
will be good enough, I wonder if it 
would be better to make that judge¬ 
ment at the end of this season not 
halfway through. Agreed VVD is 
the one shining currently but there 
is time for the others to adjust and 
make good. Clasie may yet have a 
lot of you with egg on your faces. 

Jls217 

The main issue right now is that 
we cannot sustain any level of per¬ 
formance over 90 minutes. 

continued on page 12 


Wales manager Chris Coleman at 
the draw 


points on the board as early 
as you can. One win may be 
enough to take you through.” 

Swansea caretaker 
manager and former Wales 
international Alan Curtis, 
who saw his side lose 2-1 at 
Manchester City on Saturday, 
believes Wales should be 
feared after their rise up the 
world rankings in the last two 
years. 

He said: “It is a great draw 
- a nice easy one for us! I am 
sure everyone will be really 
looking forward to it. I think 
it is fantastic. I know Chris 
perhaps said he didn’t want it 
(England) but it is there now, 
so just embrace it and go for it. 

“You’ve got the top seeds, 
then after that nobody will 
want to play Wales because of 
our performances and results 
over the last couple of years. 
We should embrace it and 
what an occasion it will be.” 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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How can Jose 
say these 
comments? 

from page 11 

This has been evident in just about 
every game you care to mention but 
most obvious on Saturday and the 
games against Villa, Liverpool, 
Bournemouth and United. That could be 
pinned on a number of things including 
fitness confidence and worryingly - 
leadership on the football pitch and 
tactical nous in the dugout. 

right back in the bar 

Quote: ‘The captain confessed that 
Saints’ drop in form could be down to a 
lack of depth within the squad at St 
Mary’s and that they have to be realistic 
with the limitations of the current crop 
of players’ 

Forgive me Jose, but according to a 
large number of our fans, we have 
assembled the best squad we have ever 
had. How can he suggest this?? 

For me we have a solid starting 11 but 
thereafter we have very little, in terms 
of quality that is. Not sure going out 
and spending in January will be on the 
plan though. 

NewForestStu 

Having read these comments about 
what a poor squad we have this season, 
someone should be congratulated. 

We’re two points off sixth place and a 
win on Saturday eg one of those early 



Jose Fonte has sparked a furious 
debate among Saints fans 
chances taken, would have put us 
there. 

All in all, a brilliant outcome from 
such poor resources. 

Confucious 

I very nearly believed Les when he 
alluded that we were replacing our 
mass exodus of players with better 
ones. I can’t see us in a relegation 
battle but it will be mid table with 
nothing to play for this season at this 
rate. Strikers are very hard to find but 
maybe in the January transfer window 
we could offer a bid of £7m for Charlie 
Austin and throw in Gaston ( or 
someone else ) as part of the deal. 

I also reckon Arsenal will put in a bid 
for Wanyama. The normally stingy 
Wenger needs a player like him to push 
for the title which is wide open this 
season but not unfortunately for us. 

Deepheat 

I remember last season leading up to 
the January window, a statement put 
out said that we were unlikely to get 
anyone in. Then we got Djuricic and 
Elia. As ineffective overall as they may 
have been, it would be good to have 
some back up even if they are loanees! 

KiiviSaint74 

continued on facing page 


Saints were aiming 



Rickie Lambert celebrates his second goal at Selhurst Park on Easter Monday, April 2012. 



Jay Rodriguez scores the only goal at Selhurst Park in March 2014, watched by ex-Saint Jason Puncheon. 


SAINTS were this weekend 
aiming to extend their win¬ 
ning streak at Selhurst Park 
to four games. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at previous games between the two 
clubs at Palace, starting in the mid 
1960s. 

March 20, 1965 - Division 2 
Palace 0 Saints 2 

Remarkably, a fifth straight Saints 
league win at Selhurst Park. 

Martin Chivers gave the visitors a 
half-time lead, and George O’Brien 
doubled the advantage ten minutes 
from time. 

November 11, 1965 - Division 2 
Palace 1 Saints 0 

Saints slumped to a rare loss at 
Selhurst Park, Derek Kevan scor¬ 
ing the only goal in the seventh 
minute. 

March 14, 1970 - Division 1 
Palace 2 Saints 0 

The hosts claimed both points 
in this relegation battle thanks to 
goals from Hoy and Jackson. 

In the end, both teams stayed up - 
Saints in fourth bottom spot (three 
points from safety) with Palace one 
place and two points behind them. 

October 3, 1970 - Division 1 
Palace 3 Saints 1 

Gerry Queen was Palace’s goal 
king, scoring twice. 

Alan Birchenall also netted, with 
Ron Davies replying. 

Saints hammered Palace 6-0 at 
The Dell on the final day of the sea¬ 
son, Mick Channon scoring twice. 

April 1, 1972 - Division 1 
Palace 2 Saints 3 

Mick Channon scored twice again 
as Saints returned to winning ways 
at Selhurst Park. 

Bobby Stokes had put the visitors 
ahead, with John Craven and Kel- 
lard replying. 

Saints again finished fourth bot¬ 
tom, with Palace again third bot¬ 
tom - but only the bottom two clubs 
went down. 

December 26,1972 - Division 1 
Palace 3 Saints 0 

Don Rogers netted twice as Saints 
were well beaten. 

John Craven also scored, but the 
hosts were still relegated at the end 
of the season. 

October 15, 1977 - Division 2 
Palace 1 Saints 2 

Back in the second tier after 
promotion, Palace took the lead 
through Steve Perrin. 

Phil Boyer levelled, though, and 
Nick Holmes struck a 66th minute 
winner. 

August 21, 1979 - Division 1 
Palace 0 Saints 0 

Almost 32,000 were at Selhurst 
Park to see Palace’s first home 
game back in the top flight. 

October 21, 1980 - Division 1 


Palace 3 Saints 2 

Mike Flanagan struck a hat-trick 
as Palace, who finished rock bot¬ 
tom, claimed one of only six wins 
from 42 top flight games that sea¬ 
son. 

Steve Moran had twice put Lawrie 
McMenemy’s men in front. 

February 10,1990 - Division 1 

Palace 3 Saints 1 

Russell Osman grabbed a consola¬ 


tion for Saints after they had fallen 
3-0 down inside an hour to goals 
from John Salako, Andy Gray and 
Phil Barber. 

March 9,1991 - Division 1 

Palace 2 Saints 1 

Geoff Thomas scored both goals 
for a Palace side that finished third 
in the top flight - their highest ever 
position. 

Glenn Cockerill reduced the ar¬ 


rears for Saints six minutes from 
time. 

November 16, 1991 - Division 1 

Palace 1 Saints 0 

Geoff Thomas was again the man 
on target. 

September 26, 1992- Premier 
League 

Palace 1 Saints 2 

After John Salako had missed an 
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penultimate game of the campaign. 

Ex-Saint Fitz Hall put Iain 
Dowie’s Palace ahead, with Peter 
Crouch levelling from the penalty 
spot before half-time. 

Crouch was sent off for violent 
conduct just before the hour mark, 
with the Eagles’ Gonxalo Sorondo 
also seeing red shortly after. 

Nicola Ventola put Palace ahead 
on 72 minutes, but Danny Hig¬ 
ginbotham struck a dramatic 90th 
minute leveller. 


April 22, 2006 - Championship 

Palace 2 Saints 1 

Clinton Morrison struck an 81st 
minute winner for Palace. 

Andrew Johnson had opened the 
scoring just after the hour mark, 
with Ricardo Fuller levelling six 
minutes later. 


September 12, 2006 - Champi¬ 
onship 

Palace 0 Saints 2 

Strike duo Kenwyne Jones and 
Grzegorz Rasiak were on target for 
George Burley’s side. Jones headed 
the opener after only two minutes, 
with Rasiak scoring three minutes 
into the second half. 


December 8, 2008 - Champion¬ 
ship 

Palace 3 Saints 0 

Jose Fonte was in the Palace line¬ 
up as they stormed into an early 2-0 
lead. Shefki Kuqi and Craig Beattie 
netted inside the opening 15 min¬ 
utes, with Paul Ifill adding a 75th 
minute third. 


April 9, 2012 - Championship 

Palace 0 Saints 2 

Rickie Lambert scored twice as 
Nigel Adkins’ Saints took another 
huge step towards a second succes¬ 
sive promotion. 

The striker headed in six minutes 
before half-time, and hammered in 
a right-footed second in the second 
period. 


March 8,2014 - Premier League 
Palace 0 Saints 1 

Jay Rodriguez scored the only 
goal eight minutes before half-time. 


Toby Alderweireld celebrates scoring his Saints’ third goal on Boxing Day last year. 


early penalty, Iain Dowie struck 
twice for Saints either side of an 
Eric Young leveller. 

Palace went on to be relegated 
in the first season of the Premier 
League. 

November 26, 1994 - Premier 
League 

Palace 0 Saints 0 

Back in the top fight after a one- 
season absence, Palace suffer in¬ 


stant relegation - the first (and 
only) top flight team to finish 
fourth bottom and go down due to 
league restructuring. 

December 26, 1997 - Premier 
League 

Palace 1 Saints 1 

Matt Oakley gives Saints a Box¬ 
ing Day lead, with Palace hitting 
back through Zohar. 

Palace’s stay back in the top flight 


does not last long again - they fin¬ 
ish bottom. 

May 7, 2005 - Premier League 

Palace 2 Saints 2 

Guess what? Palace are back in 
the top flight, only to be relegated 
at the first attempt again. 

Saints can’t laugh, though, as 
they finish bottom. 

Stakes were high when the two 
clubs met at Selhurst Park in the 


December 26, 2014 - Premier 
League 

Palace 1 Saints 3 

Sadio Mane fired Ronald Koe- 
man’s side into a half-time lead. 

Ryan Bertrand added a second 
shortly into the second half before 
Toby Alderweireld scored his only 
Saints goal to make it 3-0. 

Scott Dann grabbed an 86th min¬ 
ute consolation for Palace, but 
could not stop the visitors claim¬ 
ing their third successive Selhurst 
Park victory. 


What a bunch 
of weird posts 
on here today 


from facing page 


Ryan Bertrand celebrates Saints’ second goal with his colleagues at Selhurst Park last December. 


February 2, 2008 - Champion¬ 
ship 

Palace 1 Saints 1 

James Scowcroft, who had scored 
an opening day hat-trick at St 
Mary’s, put the Eagles ahead with 
17 minutes left. 

Stern John equalised six minutes 
from time. 


What bunch of weird posts on this link 
today 

All i know is we are 2 points off 6th 
place and the 6th highest scoring in the 
prem but hey maybe im easily satisfied 
after just 3 year at this level. 

miltonnroad76 

Nothing weird with that. What’s weird 
is that you and others aren’t listening to 
our ever present captain this season. 
Played every minute of every Prem 
game. Trains with the squad. Sees 
what’s left of the academy after the 
board sold the cream. Yes he tempered 
his words to avoid being sanctioned by 
the club but he says it. 

Seedhouse the Unrepentant 

To be honest what matters more to 
me is if the club listens to him. They did 
take his advice about acquiring Soares. 
I notice some people may disagree 
regarding how good he is and all but I 
guess that is another debate entirely. 

KiwiSaint74 

I think all he was doing was answering 
a question about if we were going to do 
any business in the jan window, with an 
honest appraisal of the situation, I don’t 
think he was having a dig at the club, I 


Sadio Mane in action against Villa 
last weekend 

don’t think he was demanding new 
players, I think he was just saying that 
other clubs will improve so we should 
do the same. 

What teams is he talking about 
though? is he talking about the likes of 
spuds, liverhampton and manure, or 
teams like stoke, Leicester and west 
ham. I think hes talking about the 
former, I think hes worried that the top 
(or sky) 6 will spend big and bring in 
top players, he doesn’t want us to fall 
back off of their coattails again. I could 
be wrong, but that’s just how I see it. 

deHeiligen paard 101 

We need to buy top overseas players 
(WD, Mane) and not average (Clasie, 
Martina and Juanmi) and build a 
nucleus of British players from the 
academy (Seagar, Reed and Targett) 
with good solid players with potential 
(March, Mason) along with proven 
Premiership quality (Long, Bertrand). 
Then turn it into a TEAM. 

Come on Ron, you can do it. 
Puddletown Saint 

Some jump to conclusion very 
quickly, but 3 defeats in a row not to 
mention the 6-1 defeat, something must 
be wrong and needs to be addressed 
and fixed. It’s better to raise the issue 
sooner than later. 
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Gary Wheatcroft 


Duo make impact from bench in win for Boatmen 


THE introduction of substitutes Terry 
Cox and Seun Olabiyi proved the turn¬ 
ing point for Hythe & Dibden in their 2-0 
home win over New Milton Town last 
weekend. 

Manager Gary Wheatcroft felt his side 
“weren’t urgent enough” in a goalless 
first 45 minutes and, with no improve¬ 
ment evident at the start of the second 
half, he turned to his bench. 

The double change did the trick as 
goals by Robbie Pittman and Sean Park¬ 
er fired the Watersiders to a Sydenhams 


One victory. 

“No disrespect to the two that came 
off, but you’ve got to make changes to 
win games,” said Wheatcroft. “We had 
two good players on the bench (Cox and 
Olabiyi) because they’ve been injured 
and, once they’d gone on, we started to 
play the football. I’m happy with the 
win, especially in the conditions.” 

The result extended New Milton’s 
winless run to four matches while push¬ 
ing Hythe up to sixth. 

• US PORTSMOUTH took advantage 


of Portland United’s inactivity to move 
to within two points of the Sydenhams 
One leaders. 

Goals from debutant Jamie Wrapson 
and Connor Duffin sealed a 2-1 victory 
for Bob Brady’s Sailors at Tadley Calle- 
va. 

Praising ex-Fleetlands striker Wrap- 
son, Brady said: “Jamie showed a lot of 
desire and strength. He worked hard. 
Although he hasn’t played at a very high 
level, we know he has the ability to do 
so.” 


Smeeton makes an instant 
impact on his return to City 



Powerful winger 
‘will be good for 
this time of year’ 

CHARLIE Smeeton has slot¬ 
ted back in at Winchester 
City as if he had never been 
away. 

The powerful wide left player made 
21 appearances for the Citizens last 
season as they gained promotion 
from the Sydenhams Premier Divi¬ 
sion. 

But travelling issues from his Isle 
of Wight home meant he stayed in 
the Wessex ranks with Cowes Sports 
this term until the call came in from 
City to assist their quest for South¬ 
ern League glory. 

He took just a matter of seconds to 
settle back in, breaking the deadlock 
with a poacher’s header in last Sat¬ 
urday’s 3-0 home win over Wantage 
Town - a result that kept City second 
in the Southern One South & West. 

“Charlie looked very good,” said 
Winchester boss Paul Masters. 

“He’s a big, physical lad who will be 
good for us at this time of year. 

“When we knew we were going to 
be losing Dan Cann (to Blackfield & 
Langley), Charlie was the obvious 
choice. 

“I don’t like change too much and 
I didn’t want to bring in someone I 
didn’t know. 

“Charlie was with us last season 
and we would like to have kept him 
in the summer, but he wasn’t sure he 
could do the travelling.” 

City have also re-signed another 
of last season’s squad, Dominic Cope 
from Petersfield Town. 

“Dom played left-back for us last 
year and he gives us cover in a num¬ 
ber of wide positions,” Masters 
explained. “He’s a good lad to have 
around the dressing room as well.” 

Smeeton was quickly in the thick 
of things against Wantage, breaking 
the deadlock after Warren Bentley’s 
goalbound header had been parried 
by ‘keeper Ed Cavanagh. 

Winchester’s task was made easier 
when Wantage’s Jake John got his 


Charlie Smeeton 

marching order for a crunching chal¬ 
lenge on Adam Tomasso. 

It remained 1-0 until the 32nd min¬ 
ute when ex-Follands man Jamie 
Barron sent top scorer Bentley clear 
to bury his 35th goal of the season. 

Wantage’s best effort of the first 
half was a deflected shot from Piers 
McGlyn, but Cavanagh was the busi¬ 
er goalkeeper. 

The all-important third goal ar¬ 
rived in the 49th minute when Leigh 
Mills’ innocuous cross-cum-shot was 


not cleared and visiting defenders 
could only help the ball into the net. 

Ten-man Wantage kept plugging 
away, forcing three saves in as many 
minutes from young Brendan Norris 
in the Winchester goal. 

City then came strong again with 
sub Harlan Basker, Matt Benham, 
Bentley and Zach Glasspool all going 
close in difficult, windy conditions. 

“We started quickly, scoring after 
a minute, and then they had a player 
sent off and we won it at a canter,” 


said Masters. 

Despite stringing together an un¬ 
beaten ten-match run in the league 
- nine of them victories - City still 
have work to do if they are to close 
the six-point gap on leaders Cinder- 
ford Town. 

“Cinderford must have been on 
a run like we have, so fair play to 
them,” said Masters. 

“But we couldn’t have asked for 
any more than this at the beginning 
of the season.” 


Revenge 
is sweet 

LAVERSTOCK & Ford exacted 
sweet revenge on Totton & 
Eling last Saturday. 

Totton had run out 
handsome 5-1 winners when 
the clubs last met in 
Sydenhams One at Miller 
Park on October 24. 

But it was a different story 
this time round as goals by 
brothers Russell and Adam 
Jones and Lewis Wyke 
completed Lavvy’s 3-0 
revenge mission at The Dell. 

L&F’s joint managers Liam 
McConnell and Robbie 
Lakeman said: “The first half 
wasn’t particularly 
memorable, but in the second 
half the lads reminded us 
what they can do to sides. 

Credit to them, they 
deserved that scoreline 
today. 

“We’ve been on a great run 
of late, with some key players 
missing too. We’ll just keep 
our heads down and keep 
preparing for each game.” 

On target 

AFC STONEHAM’S Matt 
Palmer haunted his old club 
Downton by bagging a brace 
against the Robins last 
weekend. 

The centre-half reacted 
quickest to two second-half 
set-pieces after Ben Smith 
had headed the Robins in 
front at The Elliotts Arena. 

Palmer, who made the 
switch to Stoneham from 
Bemerton, plundered the 
equaliser from eight yards 
before towering above 
everyone to head home 
another free kick. 

Reflecting on his side’s 2-1 
Sydenhams One defeat, 
Downton boss Colin Hopkins 
said: “We played the 
conditions brilliantly in the 
first half and spoke about 
what was needed in the 
second period. 

“Unfortunately two 
individual errors allowed the 
experienced Matt Palmer to 
punish us.” 

Stoneham exited the 
Hampshire FA Cup on 
Wednesday night, beaten 2-1 
at home by Premier Division 
outfit Lymington Town. 



Matt Palmer 
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Jake Sinclair 


Ex-Saints striker Jake Sinclair signs for Frome Town 


FROME Town have signed ex-Saints 
striker/wideman Jake Sinclair. 

The Bath-based forward - younger 
brother of Aston Villa’s Scott - was re¬ 
leased from St Mary’s during the sum¬ 
mer 

The 21-year-old had joined Saints at 
the age of eight and made his first-team 
debut on August 27, 2013, at Barnsley in 
the Capital One Cup, going on as a 90th- 
minute substitute in a 5-1 second-round 
win. 

In September last year he joined Scot¬ 


tish Championship outfit Hibernian on 
loan and returned to Saints in January. 

Frome boss Nick Bunyard, whose side 
are currently in the Southern Premier 
drop zone, said: “Jake has come out of 
the pro game with Saints and has ambi¬ 
tions to return to full-time football. 

“The opportunity to sign him came by 
chance and was too good to turn down. 

“Jake is looking to get matches under 
his belt which will hopefully benefit us 
and him. He is a very sharp and techni¬ 
cally gifted played but it is obviously a 


bit of a different environment than St 
Marys. 

“Jake was on trial with Bristol Rovers 
but they didn’t offer him a deal and he’s 
still looking for a way back into full-time 
football. 

“For us, it was a risk worth taking. It’s 
no skin off our nose if it doesn’t work 
out and maybe he’ll end up staying with 
us for the rest of the season. 

“He’d be looking to go to a club in 
League Two or the Conference, and 
they’re both tough, physical leagues.” 


AFC Totton delight as Jack 
joins them from Eastleigh 



Jack Alexander 


Midfielder signs 
on a permanent 
basis after loan 

JACK Alexander is now of¬ 
ficially an AFC Totton player 
after being released by East¬ 
leigh at the end of November. 

The 18-year-old midfielder was 
signed by the Spitfires in the summer 
and featured in several pre-season 
friendlies under former boss Richard 
Hill. 

But opportunities dried up once the 
National League season had started 
with Alexander named as an unused 
sub at Southport and Altrincham and 
playing in the 3-0 Hampshire FA Sen¬ 
ior Cup victory over Cove. 

Since then the former Bristol City 
youngster has spent the bulk of his 
time out on loan - first with Dorches¬ 
ter Town in the Southern Premier Di¬ 
vision and latterly with Totton in the 
Southern One South & West. 

“Jack’s our player now,” confirmed 
Stags boss Steve Hollick. 

“We managed to agree terms with 
him and he is travelling from Oxford 
to play for us.” 

Although predominantly a central 
midfielder, Alexander can also play 
at the back and has represented Scot¬ 
land at under-16 level. 

He is one of two 18-year-olds, along 
with homegrown talent Jake Bur¬ 
gess, currently featuring in the Tot¬ 
ton engine room, offsetting the ex¬ 
perience of Neil Williams and Dave 
Allen. 

“Jack had the stuffing knocked out 
of him a bit after being released by 
Bristol and now Eastleigh, so it’s nice 
to see him playing with a smile on his 
face again,” said Hollick. 

“He needs to keep things nice and 
simple and, if he does that, he’s got 
all the attributes to go on to bigger 
and better things. 

“He reminds me of a young Chris 
Knowles (formerly of Salisbury City 
and Bashley) and that’s a good com¬ 
pliment for a young lad. 

“We’ve got a nice balance in mid- 
field now with two 18-year-olds in 
Jack and Jake and the experience of 


Neil Williams and Dave Allen.” 

Totton, though, have had a tough 
time of it this week, tumbling to two 
more Southern One South & West de¬ 
feats. 

Last Saturday they suffered their 
second successive away thrashing, 
beaten 5-0 at North Leigh just a fort¬ 


night after their 6-0 Evesham col¬ 
lapse. 

They produced a more compact 
performance at home to Mangots- 
field on Tuesday, but still wound up 
on the losing side as a single Ben Ba- 
ment strike separated the teams. 

Totton were desperately unlucky 


when a potential Nathaniel Sher¬ 
borne equaliser was flagged for off¬ 
side. 

Head coach Lee Burch tweeted af¬ 
terwards: “More solid than we have 
been, gutted to not get anything from 
the game including the disallowed 
goal. #goagain #platform.” 



Promotion 
of stopper 

FORMER Dorchester Town 
goalkeeper Simon Evans has 
been appointed manager of 
the club’s reserves following 
the departure of Simon 
Browne to Wimborne Town. 

Evans, who also kept goal 
for the likes of Weymouth and 
Hamworthy United, was joint 
manager of the Magpies’ 
under-18s alongside Martin 
Pashen. 

He will continue to work 
with the youth side as he 
looks to carry on the work 
done by Browne. 

The Magpies, meanwhile, 
have welcomed ex-Eastleigh 
midfielder Ashley Nicholls 
back to the Avenue Stadium 
playing staff, while Dorch 
keeper Shane Murphy has 
followed Browne to Wimborne 
on loan as cover for injured 
stopper Jason Harvell. 

Murphy, who also played for 
Browne at Hamworthy, went 
straight into the Wimborne 
side for their 2-0 defeat to 
Swindon Supermarine in Evo- 
Stik Southern Division One 
South & West last Saturday. 

• SYDENHAMS Premier 
leaders Salisbury have 
submitted an application to 
the FA for Step 4 football. 

If it is approved and they 
win the Wessex crown, they 
will be playing Southern 
League football next season. 

Chairman Dave Phillips, 
who was at Salisbury FC’s 
money-raising dinner with 
Saints superstar Matt Le 
Tissier last Friday night, said: 
“We’ve a few things to do in 
the meantime, but we are 
confident we’ll be okay. 

“Winning the league is 
important and promotion 
would be nice. Bearing in 
mind we bought the assets of 
the old club a year ago, it’s 
not bad. I’m pleased with the 
way things are going - it’s a 
real learning curve. 

“We’ve been getting good 
crowds, which is important, 
and have a nice community.” 

• ALDERSHOT Town have 
announced that Chelsea’s 
Academy have extended their 
agreement to play matches at 
the EBB Stadium for the 
2016/17 season. 

This will extend the 
agreement into a fourth 
season, allowing the Blues’ 
under-18 and under-21 sides 
to continue to play home 
fixtures in north Hampshire. 




























16 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, December 12,2015 



h 




Non league FOOT 



Paul Masters 


Nomadic midfielder Micky needs more games 


WINCHESTER City have not closed the 
door on nomadic midfielder Micky Hub¬ 
bard. 

Having failed to hold down a regular 
place for the Southern One South & 
West promotion-pushers this season, 
Hubbard dual-signed for Lymington 
Town towards the end of last month. 

But after making just four starts for 
John Pyatt’s side, he has moved on 
again to Town’s Sydenhams Premier ri¬ 
vals Bemerton. 

Winchester boss Paul Masters has spo¬ 
ken to Hubbard and said: “He’s still part 
of things with us. 

“He wasn’t enjoying it at Lymington 


and was going to come back here, but 
I said he still needed games and, to be 
fair to him, he sorted out the Bemerton 
move himself. 

“Bemerton have no midweek games 
coming up so he’ll play for them on Sat¬ 
urdays and come to us in midweek and 
we’ll look at things again after Christ¬ 
mas. 

“Micky missed the first two games of 
the season because of a suspension from 
last year and never really got going. He’s 
not played a lot of football and he needs 
games. 

“We’ve got Eastleigh next week (Tues¬ 
day, 7.45pm) in the Hampshire Senior 


Cup and he’ll come back for that.” 

Hubbard joins another City midfielder, 
Javi Santafe Vivo, on Bemerton’s books 
with the young Spaniard also crying out 
for game time. 

Masters said: “Spanish football is very 
different to ours and, at the moment, it’s 
hard to get him in the side.” 

One fringe player who is making an 
impression, however, is London-based 
frontman Harlan Basker, formerly of 
AFC Wimbledon. 

“He’s come on in a few games and done 
really well,” said the boss. “He’s a strong 
boy with lots of pace and he gives us 
something different.” 


Hubbard’s exit is not making 
life easy for Lymington boss 


Pyatt’s squad is 
being stretched 
to absolute limit 



MANAGING is not exactly 
easy for Lymington Town 
boss John Pyatt right now. 

Not only are injuries biting deep 
at Southampton Road, but midfielder 
Micky Hubbard’s stay at the club has 
been remarkably short-lived. 

Having only recently signed Wessex 
forms for Lymo after finding South¬ 
ern League starts hard to come by 
for Winchester City, Hubbard - who 
remains registered at the Denplan 
City Ground - is on the move again to 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins, having 
made just four starts for Pyatt. 

“It’s not really worked out for 
Micky,” said the Lymington boss. “He 
said he didn’t like the travelling. 

“It’s a shame to lose him, but you 
can’t please people if they don’t want 
to be pleased.” 

Bemerton manager Graham Kemp 
explained: “Travelling from Poole to 
Lymington on his own was getting a 
bit much and, with us having a few 
lads that drive up together, it was a 
bit better for him. 

“At this stage of his career he wants 
to play with a few familiar faces, so it 
is a real coup for us. It’s not often you 
get a four-time Wessex League win¬ 
ner coming in at the right age. 

“He has the pedigree to make a real 
difference for us.” 

Injury-wise, Lymington have been 
hit hard in the attacking department 
with three key players currently 
sidelined. 

Jack Odam is struggling with knee 
damage, fellow former AFC Totton 
forward Zac Mouland has a ham¬ 
string problem and Will Tickle is out 
with ankle trouble. 

“It’s not easy at the moment,” 
admitted Pyatt. “(Defender) Dave 
Marden has just left to spend Christ¬ 
mas in Australia. He’s got family 
there and will be gone for four or five 
weeks.” 


Lymington’s lack of bodies left 
them with just Rhys Jones and coach 
Stuart Kenna on the bench for last 
Saturday’s Sydenhams Premier trip 
to third-placed AFC Portchester 
which ended in a 2-0 defeat. 

To add to their woes they had skip¬ 
per Luke Ansell red-carded around 
the half-hour mark as first-half goals 
by ex-Winchester forward Geoff 
Dunn and Jason Parish settled the is¬ 
sue in the Royals’ favour. 

Parish also had a penalty saved 
by Lymo’s spot-kick supremo Stuart 
Williamson, hero of their midweek 
Southampton Senior Cup shootout 


triumph over Sholing which sets up a 
home tie with holders Team Solent in 
the quarter-finals. 

Given Lymington’s problems, Pyatt 
was pleased to get through the sec¬ 
ond half 0-0, but he was quick to heap 
praise on Graham Rix’s victorious 
Portchester team. 

“They’ve got a good little side and a 
good set-up there,” he said. 

“Their chairman Paul Kelly is a 
good, fun bloke and everything - from 
the youth set-up to the function room 
and bar area - is done properly there. 

“I’m not sure they’re quite ready 
to win the league, but if they keep 


strengthening with one or two play¬ 
ers they might just have a squeak at 
the title.” 

Lymington returned to winning 
ways on Wednesday when a 2-1 result 
at AFC Stoneham steered them into 
the quarter-finals of the Hampshire 
FA Senior Cup. 

*Midfielder Mark Smith has made 
a swift return to Christchurch from 
Bemerton. The veteran of more than 
250 Priory appearances left after a 
fall out with now-departed manager 
Adie Arnold, but he heads back to 
Hurn Bridge after just six starts for 
the Harlequins. 


Ed wants 
to stay 

EDDIE Mitchell would like 
Tatnam to become Poole 
Town’s permanent home. 

The former AFC 
Bournemouth chairman 
accepted an invitation to join 
Poole’s board of directors 
when he extended until May 
2016 his option to purchase a 
51 per cent stake in the club. 

He told The Pink’s sister 
paper The (Bournemouth) 
Daily Echo: “I came on board 
to find a permanent home for 
the club and feel it is a harder 
task then I thought it was and 
need more time.” 

When pressed on whether 
he had any locations in mind 
for the Southern Premier 
Division leaders, Mitchell 
said: “Hopefully, this one 
here.” 

Mitchell, who first acquired 
a two-year option to purchase 
a 51 per cent stake in the 
Dolphins in December 2013, 
added: “First I need to get FA 
approval. But once that has 
been rubber-stamped, it is 
important to understand 
more about the club and 
really dig deeper to see how 
promising it is.” 

Talking about how far the 
club could go, he said: “As far 
as any football club. It is in 
the lap of the gods - it is on 
the pitch. 

“As you can see from the 
league table, we are doing 
alright and, hopefully, that 
will carry on.” 

• LUKE Stone hit his maiden 
Sydenhams League hat-trick 
to spearhead Christchurch to 
a 4-1 win over Pewsey Vale 
last weekend. 

Stone, who played under 
Priory boss Ollie Cherrett at 
Merley Cobham Sports, has 
made a dramatic impact 
since arriving. 

Since opening his Hurn 
Bridge account in a 4-1 
victory at Andover New Street 
in October, Stone has netted 
six times in as many games to 
help Priory climb the Wessex 
One table. 

His treble against Vale took 
his personal tally to five in 
three games as Christchurch 
recorded a fourth successive 
league victory. 

Ex-Totton & Eling and 
Blackfield man Ed Zanin was 
also on target. 



Eddie Mitchell 
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Danny Barker 


Barker returns to rescue bottom-placed Common 


DANNY Barker is back at Colden Com¬ 
mon as manager after a gap of six-and- 
a-half years. 

Barker, who guided the club to the 
Hampshire League title in 2008/09, re¬ 
places out-going duo Sam Dixon and 
Ken Brady, who left in the wake of Sat¬ 
urday’s 2-1 defeat at Overton. 

Common are enduring a tough season, 
marooned at the bottom of the Puma 
Engineering HPL Senior Division with 
just seven points from 20 games. 

Ironically, Saturday’s display was de¬ 


scribed by chairman Dave Hadfield as 
“one of our most committed and honest 
this season”, but Dixon and Brady have 
opted to relinquish their roles. 

Hadfield said: “Sam, since the mana¬ 
gerial role was thrust upon him in No¬ 
vember last year, and Ken (Common’s 
first Hampshire League manager in har¬ 
ness with ‘Rocky’ Garrett back in 1985) 
have moved heaven and earth in their 
efforts to push the club onward and up¬ 
ward but, particularly in the wake of a 
lack-lustre team display at Hedge End 


recently, acknowledge that a change of 
leader may have the desired impact. 

“Danny is keen that all players and 
staff remain with the club as he views a 
‘united front’ as the firmest foundation 
from which to build.” 

Since leaving Common, Barker has 
managed the likes of Romsey Town, 
Sporting Bishops Waltham and QK 
Southampton. 

The ex-AFC Totton defender has more 
recently been playing for Whitchurch in 
the Sydenhams Wessex League. 


Ex-Wembley hero Wort aims 
for fresh start with Dolphins 



Lee boosts Tom’s 
strike options 
with loan move 

FORMER Sholing hotshot Lee 
Wort has started a month¬ 
long loan spell with Southern 
Premier pace-setters Poole 
Town. 

The FA Vase-winning striker is the 
second Gosport Borough forward to 
have linked up with the Dolphins this 
season, following in the footsteps of 
ex-Saint Jamie White. 

His signing brings to an end Tom 
Killick’s search for frontline cover 
while Poole’s Richard Gillespie re¬ 
mains sidelined with long-term in¬ 
jury. 

“We’re delighted to get the deal over 
the line,” said Poole boss Killick. 

“Lee is a player with a reputation 
for scoring goals, but the way he 
plays gives us much more than that. 

“With Gilly’s recovery taking long¬ 
er than initially anticipated, we felt 
we needed to boost the numbers in 
order to build on our momentum and 
he has all the attributes to come in 
and fit in with the way we play. 

“He’s a proven goalscorer who 
courted a lot of interest from clubs, 
so this is a real coup. 

“I would also like to thank our sup¬ 
porters’ club for their help in financ¬ 
ing the deal. 

“It just goes to show what great peo¬ 
ple we have.” 

Following Sholing’s Vase success at 
Wembley, St Mary’s lad Wort trialled 
with League Two outfit Accrington 
Stanley in July 2014 while ex-Saint 
James Beattie was at the helm. 

He subsequently signed for Alex 
Pike’s Gosport on the back of netting 
more than 50 times as Sholing com¬ 
pleted a sparkling Vase/Sydenhams 
Premier double. 

Although not on the scoresheet, 
Wort made a winning debut for Poole 
last Saturday as they edged promo¬ 
tion rivals Leamington 1-0 at Tatnam. 

Marvin Brooks’ first-half header 
settled the issue against a Leaming¬ 
ton side who ended the afternoon 


Lee Wort in action for Sholing 

with nine men. Jack Edwards was 
dismissed for two yellow card of¬ 
fences and Jamie Hood saw straight 
red for deliberate handball in the box 
with Steve Devlin’s subsequent pen¬ 
alty saved. 

Wort went close on a couple of oc¬ 
casions and had a good shout for a 
penalty when he was wrestled to the 
floor. 

Killick said: “I thought Lee was re¬ 
ally good and the role suited him. He 


was powerful and aggressive and oc¬ 
cupied defenders. 

“He showed some good touches and, 
on another day, he could have scored 
a couple of goals. But I feel he gave 
us a cutting threat and a cutting edge 
and I think he’ll be a big player for us 
in the coming weeks.” 

Poole drew a home blank on Tues¬ 
day, held 0-0 at Tatnam by Hunger- 
ford Town, but the point pushed them 
nine points clear at the summit. 


Killick, though, pulled no punches 
in his assessment of the game, de¬ 
scribing the performances of some 
of his players as “incompetent” and 
admitting his side had been fortu¬ 
nate to escape with a draw. 

“Our defence was under pressure 
for longer periods than should have 
been the case because of the incom¬ 
petence of others,” he said. “So when 
you look at it from that perspective, 
it was a good point.” 


Root of a 
problem 

ROMSEY Town were left 
stumped last Saturday after 
a tree root had been found 
growing on their Bypass 
Ground pitch. 

Their Sydenhams One 
clash with Amesbury Town 
had to be postponed after 
Mark Kane, a member of 
Town’s development squad, 
noticed something unusual in 
training on Thursday. 

On closer inspection, the 
root was discovered pushing 
up through the soil near one 
of the goals. It is believed to 
be from a row of trees at the 
clubhouse end of the ground. 

Club secretary Clare 
Crossland explained: 
“Thursday was a very wet 
evening and one of our 
players said he thought there 
was something odd about the 
pitch. We didn’t know 
anything about it until Mark 
spotted something strange 
going on. 

“We had a look the next 
day in daylight and, sure 
enough, found there was this 
lump of tree growing through. 

“Clearly it must have been 
there a while, but I guess the 
rain must have had some kind 
of effect and made it show 
through. 

“We went to look at it with 
the groundsman and then the 
referee made an assessment 
before calling the game off. 

“We are obviously worried 
and concerned about what 
has happened under the pitch 
and we are in the process of 
having the problem 
investigated.” 

Twitter users joked on 
social media about the ‘tree- 
mendous’ new discovery. 

Mark Carruthers, editor of 
nonleaguedaily.com, 
quipped: “surely they can’t 
leaf it there?” and suggested 
“maybe they’ll branch out to 
find someone external to sort 
it.” 

@markandbevvers asked: 
“can anyone get to the root of 
the problem?” and @ 
herbie1932 chuckled: “how 
come nobody twig-ged it 
before...” 

©hawksultras joked: “was 
this true?! I heard it was Pine 
the sky...”, 

Romsey returned to action 
on Tuesday night, coming 
back from behind for a 2-1 
Sydenhams One victory at 
East Cowes Vies. Mark Irvine 
and Craig Stanley found the 
net. 



Bypass Ground 
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ON Bailey 


Ex-Saints lad Oli among new Petersfield signings 


WINCHESTER-based Oli Bailey is 
among a clutch of new signings at Pe¬ 
tersfield Town. 

The former Saints youngster, who 
went on to spend time with the Sparsholt 
College set-up, had been plying his trade 
with Swindon Supermarine in the 
Southern One South & West. 

Not so long ago Winchester City were 
showing interest in the pacy, diminutive 
forward. 

Instead Bailey has switched to the 
Southern One Central with promoted 
Sydenhams Premier champions Peters¬ 
field. 


Bailey was followed into Love Lane by 
Gosport Borough loanee Adam Brice, a 
young centre-half previously with Al¬ 
dershot, Woking and Farnborough. 

The Rams then made a third signing, 
welcoming in 18-year-old striker David 
Jerrard, who began the season with Fol- 
land Sports in the Sydenhams Premier 
Division before moving on to Gosport 
Borough. 

Jerrard was formerly in the Dorches¬ 
ter Town reserve ranks and caught the 
eye last season when scoring five goals 
in five games while dual-signed for Be- 
merton Heath Harlequins. 


Bailey’s byline pull-back set up How¬ 
ard Neighbour’s opening goal for Pe¬ 
tersfield against Arlesey Town last Sat¬ 
urday. 

But, alas for the Rams, they were un¬ 
done by two goals in eight minutes mid¬ 
way through the second half, sentencing 
them to a 2-1 home defeat. 

It was their third reverse in eight dis¬ 
mal days, having lost the Hampshire 
derby 3-2 at Fleet Town in midweek af¬ 
ter a 1-0 home defeat by AFC Rushden & 
Diamonds. 

“It’s not been the best of weeks results- 
wise,” confessed manager Ian Saunders. 


Town boss says turnaround 
in fortunes will be ‘gradual’ 



Simon Browne 


Browne’s side 
lost for second 
successive time 

NEWLY-appointed boss Si¬ 
mon Browne believes reviv¬ 
ing Wimborne Town’s for¬ 
tunes could be a “gradual 
process” - but knows time is 
against him. 

Browne presided over a second suc¬ 
cessive defeat since taking the reins 
when the Magpies went down 2-0 at 
promotion-chasing Swindon Super¬ 
marine last Saturday, writes Neil 
Perrett. 

Sam Morris’s 17th-minute opener 
and a late Connor Waldon effort con¬ 
demned Wimborne to a fifth reverse 
in seven and left them two points 
above the Southern One South & 
West drop zone. 

Browne, who succeeded Steve Cuss 
at the Cuthbury helm, admitted: “It 
was disappointing. You don’t want to 
go into any game and not come away 
with something. 

Good shift 

“The lads put in a really good shift 
and there were some good perfor¬ 
mances. Ultimately though, we were 
undone by a good Swindon team 
which had that extra bit of quality to 
get them the goals. 

“It could have been different. 
Franklyn Clarke had a one-on-one 
early in the game. I know it’s ifs, buts 
and maybes, but if that had gone in, 
it may have changed the whole com¬ 
plexion of the game. 

“All I have asked of the players is to 
give me 100 per cent and I will make 
a judgement on what they have done, 
how well they have done and where 
we move on from here. 

“I couldn’t ask any more. We have 
just lacked that bit of cutting edge go¬ 
ing forward which has been evident 
in the number of chances we have 
created.” 

Wimborne face an important fes¬ 


tive period, including games against 
fellow strugglers Burnham, Bashley 
and AFC Totton. 

“There are certainly some good 
players here and there have been 
some good performances in the two 
games,” said Browne, who handed de¬ 


buts to new signings Shane Murphy 
and Ryan Murray at Supermarine. 

“But I don’t want to be in the situ¬ 
ation every week where I am saying 
we worked hard. 

“The lads gave me everything but, 
ultimately, we didn’t have enough 


quality or enough going forward to 
win games. 

“We are not in a great position in 
the league so it is going to be a gradu¬ 
al process of working out what I have 
got, whether they are good enough 
and adding to it where I see fit.” 


Claridge’s 

academy 

STEVE Claridge is launching 
a football academy at 
Salisbury’s Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium home. 

The Whites’ head coach, in 
conjunction with PTC 
Education, will open the 
Steve Claridge Football 
Foundation (SCFF) academy 
at Old Sarum in September 
next year. 

The academy will offer 
teenagers, aged 16 to 18, the 
chance to complete a BTEC 
Level 3 sports qualification 
while developing their 
football skills under the 
guidance of Claridge and his 
coaching staff. 

The SCFF, also based in 
Warsash and Moneyfields, 
will provide learners with 
learning facilities and 
equipment. 

The SCFF is now taking 
applications for September 
2016. Interested learners are 
urged to apply by contacting 
07849 668423 or emailing 
aaron.rogers@steveclaridge 
footballfoundation.org 

• SHANE Traynor has 
returned to his role as 
manager of Sydenhams 
Premier Division outfit 
Hamworthy United. 

Traynor stepped down for 
personal reasons at the end 
of October but always 
insisted his departure would 
only be temporary. 

Together, with assistant Jeff 
Taylor and coach Wayne 
Gavin, he was back in the 
dugout for Tuesday’s Dorset 
Senior Cup clash at 
Gillingham Town. 

“I had a five-week break 
away from football to spend 
time with my family, but am 
back in the fold now and 
eager to continue the job,” he 
confirmed. 

Traynor was appointed as 
Stewart Kearn’s successor in 
January following a fruitful 
spell as caretaker boss at the 
County Ground. 

Despite leaving, he agreed 
to take the reins for United’s 
Dorset Senior Cup victory 
against Swanage in early 
November. 

But on Tuesday goals from 
Matt Kemble and Jack 
Satterley failed to save a 
youthful Hammers team from 
a 3-2 defeat at Gillingham. 



Steve Claridge 
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Gareth Bale 


Rose still holds dream of playing first class football 


THE exploits of Whitehawk’s FA Cup 
hero Jordan Rose may well have sparked 
a celebration or two at Arsenal and Real 
Madrid. 

As a youngster, 26-year-old Rose spent 
five years at Southampton’s academy 
playing alongside the likes of Gunners’ 
and England star Theo Walcott and the 
world’s most expensive footballer Ga¬ 
reth Bale. 

Unlike his more celebrated former 
teammates, Rose didn’t make the grade, 
but his late FA Cup equaliser for White- 


hawk against Dagenham & Redbridge 
last Sunday at least gave him plenty to 
smile about after the nightmare of two 
years plagued by injury 

Rose explained: “I had 18 months out 
after I damaged my knee in a pre-season 
friendly against Stoke. It knocked my 
kneecap out of place and ripped all the 
cartilage out. 

“I had reconstructive surgery where 
the bone marrow had to come out of the 
bone so I could have new cartilage put 
in. There was a lot of pain. 


“I was at Southampton from 11 to 16 
and played a year with Gareth Bale and 
Theo Walcott before going on to Bourne¬ 
mouth. Unfortunately I didn’t make it 
there and dropped into non-League. 

“But we have got a changing room 
(at Whitehawk) full of players who are 
more than capable of playing in the 
Football League, probably the Champi¬ 
onship. 

“I have never given up on the dream 
and, although I am 26,1 still think I can 
make it.” 


Lymington boss delight for 
Hawks’ FA Cup hero Jordan 



Former Lymington Town player Jordan Rose, left, celebrates his dramatic equaliser at Dagenham 


Overdue moment 
of joy for player 
who fought back 

WHEN Jordan Rose threw 
non-League Whitehawk a dra¬ 
matic FA Cup lifeline at Da¬ 
genham last Sunday, no one 
could have been happier for 
him than his old Lymington 
Town boss John Pyatt. 

Rose’s header in the fifth minute 
of stoppage time not only capped the 
biggest day in the Hawks’ history, but 
it provided a long overdue moment of 
joy for the 26-year-old former Saints 
trainee who endured a long slog back 
to fitness after spending 18 months 
sidelined with a serious injury. 

The part-timers appeared to be 
heading out, still trailing to Jamie 
Cureton’s fifth-minute opener. 

But super sub Rose headed home 
Sam Deering’s cross to send Hawks’ 
travelling fans into ecstacy 

It doomed the League Two Daggers 
to a tricky replay next Wednesday 
- a match to be screened live on BT 
Sport. 

And with Monday’s third round 
draw presenting the winners with 
the tasty carrot of a trip to Premier 
League outfit Everton, there could be 
much for Rose to look forward to in 
the New Year. 

While the Hawks have been cred¬ 
ited with giving the former Stockport 
County centre-back the chance to res¬ 
urrect his career after injury, it was 
Sydenhams League outfit Lymington 
who gave him his first steps on the 
road to recovery 

He made seven appearances for 
Lymo last season, scoring two goals, 
before Whitehawk boss Steve King 
handed him a National League South 
stage to play on. 

Pyatt smiled: “Jordan’s a top man! 
I sent him a text before the Dagen¬ 
ham game to wish him good luck and 
when I heard he’d scored I sent him 
another message to say well done. 

“He texted back and said it must 
have been the lucky text in the morn¬ 
ing that did it! 


“Jordan’s a Lymington lad and he 
first played for me at Brockenhurst 
after being released from Bourne¬ 
mouth’s academy. 

“He came back to me last Christ¬ 
mas having been out for nearly 18 
months with a terrible knee injury. 
He’d had a back injury as well. 


“He needed to get himself match- 
fit first. He did that with us, but it 
wasn’t just us helping him, he helped 
us as well. 

“He went to Whitehawk towards 
the end of last season and sometimes 
he would train there on a Saturday 
morning and come back and play for 


us in the afternoon. That’s the kind 
of lad he is. 

“The only reward Jordan ever 
wanted was to get himself fit, play 
games and earn himself a contract 
somewhere. 

“He’s done that with Whitehawk 
and he hasn’t looked back.” 


Messi top 
of tweets 

LIONEL Messi’s incredible 
goal for Barcelona against 
Bayern Munich last May was 
not only jaw-dropping, it was 
also the United Kingdom’s 
most tweeted-about sporting 
moment of the year. 

The Argentinian genius’ 
second strike in the 
Champions League semi-final 
first leg saw him leave 
Jerome Boateng on his 
backside before he 
exquisitely dinked the ball 
over another World Cup 
winner in goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer at the Nou Camp. 

It captured the imagination 
of social-media users on 
these shores, garnering a 
record 25,300 tweets-per- 
minute, a figure that was 
7,700 more than the final 
whistle of Arsenal’s FA Cup 
quarter-final victory at 
Manchester United, which 
was announced as the UK’s 
second most tweeted-about 
sporting moment in figures 
released by Twitter’s ‘Year in 
Review’. 

Nine of the top 10 sporting 
moments came in football 
games - including Steven 
Gerrard’s dismissal against 
United 45 seconds after 
coming on as a substitute 
and Leicester striker Jamie 
Vardy’s record-breaking 
strike versus the same 
opponent recently - with 
Tyson Fury’s points victory 
over Wladimir Klitschko the 
only non-football event on the 
list when the boxing bout 
accrued 14,900 tweets-per- 
minute to rank fourth. 

Messi also had a part to 
play in the most tweeted- 
about global sporting event in 
2015 as the three-week Copa 
America, which was won by 
Chile after a penalty shoot¬ 
out win over Argentina in the 
final, produced 14billion 
impressions. 

Events hosted in North 
America dominated the 
remainder of the top five, with 
college basketball’s March 
Madness, the Women’s World 
Cup and the NBA Finals 
joining Wimbledon on the list. 

Football took a backseat to 
the Rugby World Cup and 
Formula 1 when it came to 
the UK’s top sporting trends, 
though, with #RWC2015 and 
#F1 both being used more 
than #FACup, #BPL and 
#UCL. 

It was news of Steven 
Gerrard’s Anfield exit which 
produced the most retweeted 
post from an individual in the 
world of football as Xabi 
Alonso’s tribute, which 
included a picture of the pair 
below “My hero. My mate.” 
pulled in 112,000 retweets. 



Barcelona’s Lionel Messi 
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Denture Centre 
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OPEN AIR MARKET & 
CAR BOOT SALE 

WE ARE OPEN EVER Y SUNDAY AND 
ALL RANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS 
ALL YEAR ROUND 6AM-2PM 

Along the M27, off Jnct 8 
top of Hambie Lane 
opp. Tesco, Burstedon 
S 031 3 GfJ 

Car Boat Seller^ Market Traders 
Just turn up on the day 

01489 786653 

orvisit us at 
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TOILET AND BARKING FACILITIES 
No parking in Tesco Car Park. 
No dogs alio wed 



BUYING & SELLING 
THE WORLD'S FINEST WATCHES 


ANDOVER | 01264 356164 EASTLEIGH | 02380 322290 TOTTON | 02380 865349 

www.davidmellorjewellers.co.uk d 
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Warners Holme Law/ House Hotel 


Start the New Year with a relaxing 3 day break at this fantastic Grade 1 listed Georgian manor house in Hereford 
Price includes: 2 nights dinner, B&B in twin/double en suite bedrooms, live entertainment, music & dancing, use of 
heated indoor swimming pool, bubble pool, steam room, sauna and fully equipped fitness studio 


£2n3 cOaoo * 


Uimited 


Call the Booking Office on 023 8040 4536 
or visit www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


mian 


Order Prints & Photo Gifts 
Online or In-store 




TWO YEARS WARRANTY & ONE FREE SERVICE 

included with any new stairlift order placed 
before 29th January 2016 
Call Liftability on 02380 458444 
to book your free, 
no obligation survey and quotation 
and quote "CHRISTMAS LIFT" 
www.liftabilityltd.com admin@liftabilityltd.com 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Home Choose Carpets 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 16,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nCdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || II I miQC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

IS T I 1 II II I • 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I f V V V Dnzfi.1. ^ 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ i fl 10 for Brighton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of €15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 



Winners 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

17 December 
2015 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

19 December 
or Sunday 
I 20 December 
2015 


Competition number S47 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
G Taylor, Bristol 

who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


R Baker Lymington, Hants 
M Brooke Southampton, Hants 
B Chapman Southampton, Hants 


P Cook 
C Cooper 
J Covey 
W Cox 
P Dally 
J Dibben 
D Hindle 


Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Fareham, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Romsey, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


G Jessop Southampton, Hants 
BJoy Salisbury, Wiltshire 
E Keens Nr. Winchester, Hants 

A Lewis Southampton, Hants 

R Plank Hythe, Hants 

J Reynolds Southampton, Hants 

A Sainsbury Southampton, Hants 
PThompson Southampton, Hants 
RToomer Southampton, Hants 
F Williams Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 


mmt* 



SAVE 
POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for brand) 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
macko y - comn| i2noon Tuesday 

- DoreetEcho 

Ctosng time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed irt 

Bournemouth Echo 
dosmg time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

t,tle n mr n mrs n miss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


12 December, 2015 Please cross box 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


S48 


L On 

□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI 


Do you have th« paper 
home delivered? 

□ SAT □ YES □ NO 


□ 

GO 

CROSSES 


125 

u 

CROSSES 

□ 

200 

CROSSES 

□ 

325 

CROSSES 

□ 

450 

CROSSES 



Daily Echo 
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Jenman stars in Saints’ 9-0 thrashing of Widbrook 


SOUTHAMPTON Saints under-14s 
thrashed Widbrook under-15s 9-0 to 
progress to the second round of the 
Winchester Girls League Cup. 

Grace Jenman opened the scoring in the 
very first minute, and had completed a hat- 
trick inside the opening 15 minutes. 

Manisha Kaur showed impressive shot 
stopping and distribution skills between 
the sticks for Saints before Kia Anteney 
provided the assist for Isabella Cornes to 
score from 15 yards. 

The Saints midfield wasn’t as strong as 
normal which allowed Widbrook the 
opportunity to attack and Emily Gook 
produced a series of vital interceptions. 

Some great build up play between Beth 
Turner and Anteney resulted in the latter 


grabbing a fifth goal and 10 minutes later 
her hat-trick was complete with a pile 
driver in the top corner thanks to a Jennifer 
King assist. 

Into the second half and Anteney and 
Beth Turner both went close to scoring 
before Gook broke down the right and 
unleashed an absolute belter from 30 
yards out which the keeper did well to 
parry. 


Hat-trick 


King then set up Isabella Cornes to cap a 
fine performance by grabbing her second 
and Saints’ seventh before turning provider 


with a quality assist for Anteney to notch 
yet another hat-trick. 

Holly Boyle had a fine strike tipped over 
the bar before King finished clinically 
following good work from Anteney to finish 
the scoring and extend the team’s 
unbeaten run to 10 games in all 
competitions. 

Also progressing were Winchester Flyers 
and St Francis who both had good away 
wins at Pompey University and Tidworth 
respectively. 

Oakley stunned Warsash with a 4-1 away 
victory, Harriet Williams netting all four. 


League leaders AFC Boscombe 
progressed in the U14’s League Cup after 
beating Wyvern 3-1 with Bearne (2) and 


Squibb on target. 

Southampton Saints U13’s made a 
surprise exit against Mudeford U14 after 
losing 4-2. 

BTC U14’s defeated Oakley 4-0 at 
Stoneham Lane while Siena Arney replied 
for Romsey in a 2-1 loss to Wey Valley. 


Southampton Saints progressed in the 
Winchester Girls League U13 Cup after 
beating Worthys 2-1 with goals from 
Sydney Whymark and Chloe Andrews. 

Third placed Winchester beat second 
placed Widbrook Reds 3-0 with goals from 
Bell (2) and Serena Charles. 

Emma Simpson netted four times as St 
Francis Rangers beat sister side Rovers 
6 - 0 . 


Southampton Saints Ladies. Hannah Haughton (GK), Sabrina Morris Manoslava, Kerri Why, Aliss Wheeler, Rebecca Davis, Aimee Burridge, Carla Mitchell, 
Kat Littleboy, Leah Shave, Georgie Hoban, Emily Hardaker, Amelia Southgate, Carla Perkins, Emily slater, Becky Bath, liberty Pritchard, Emma Whitlock, 
Jess Lewry, Krystal Whyte (c), Catherine Browning, Rachel Anderson. Picture by Tara Shave. 


Perkins strikes late on as 
Saints end Larks’ great run 


SOUTHAMPTON Saints La¬ 
dies regained decent form to 
end Larkhall’s 100 per cent 
record in the FA Women's 
Premier South West Division 
at Sholing's Silverlake Are¬ 
na. 

The Larks took the lead on 12 min¬ 
utes through Emily Harrington after 
Saints failed to clear. 

Saints went close when Krystal 
Whyte’s shot was brilliantly tipped 
round the post by O'Connell. 

Controversy arose after a horror 
tackle on Saints right back Sabrina 
Morris who was left with stud marks 
from above her knee right down her 
shin. 

Morris was replaced by Bex Davis, 


who herself was out of her sick bed. 

Larkhall's Amy Scrivens was ex¬ 
tremely lucky only to receive a cau¬ 
tion rather than a straight red and 
the visiting manager diffused any sit¬ 
uation and replaced her immediately 

With Saints on the up and looking 
more likely to pull level, the inevita¬ 
ble happened and the Larks scored 
right on the break, again through 
Harrington. 

Fumble 

Saints deservedly pulled one back 
on 62 minutes when Lewry turned 
the defender and slid in Whyte who 
made no mistake. 

Lewry went close on 77 minutes as 
her rasping shot was turned over by 
a calm and collected O'Connell in the 
Larks goal. 


Saints made a change shortly after 
with Midge Browning being replaced 
by 16-year-old debutant Alisha Buck¬ 
ingham. 

All the gritty hard work was re¬ 
warded five minutes from time as 
Larks keeper O'Connell let the ball 
run past her with no imminent dan¬ 
ger. 

But Carla Perkins had not given up 
on the chase and with a slight fumble 
by the keeper saw an opportunity and 
toed the ball home. 

• The Hampshire County Women’s 
League saw top flight pacesetters 
Warsash return to winning ways at 
BTC. 

Winchester Flyers triumphed 3-0 at 
Rushmoor with the league’s leading 
scorer Samantha Hide (2) and Agom- 


bar on target. 

AFC Boscombe won 6-0 at AFC 
Stoneham while Alton drew 1-1 at 
Widbrook. 

In Division Two, Southampton 
Women reserves gained a rare point 
at North Baddesley Rec as they 
fought out a thrilling 3-3 draw with 
Sholing. 

Nicola Beeton claimed a brace for 
the visitors. 

• In the Southern Region Premier 
Division, Southampton Women beat 
Chesham United 2-0 at AFC Totton, 
with goals from Bell (penalty) and 
Jess Yates. 

In the FA Women’s Premier League 
Reserves South, Southampton Saints 
Ladies reserves lost 4-0 to Charlton 
Athletic. 


‘We must 
ignore 
title talk’ 

TOTTENHAM head coach 
Mauricio Pochettino has told 
his players not to waste their 
energy thinking about the 
title this season. 

Spurs are six points behind 
surprise leaders Leicester 
and have a kind schedule 
over Christmas, which starts 
at home to Newcastle on 
Sunday before matches 
against Saints - at St Mary’s 
next weekend - Norwich and 
Watford. 

It means Pochettino’s side 
could begin the new year 
within touching distance of 
top spot and Newcastle 
manager Steve McClaren has 
claimed Tottenham would be 
title contenders were it not 
for their Europa League 
commitments. 

“I respect his opinion and I 
believe that we have a very 
strong squad and very good 
players,” Pochettino said. 

“After 14 games unbeaten 
we need to keep on the same 
level to win every game. 

“But it is too early to start 
to speak about winning the 
title. Achievements come at 
the end of the season. For 
me, it is too early. We need to 
keep working hard and show 
the same winning mentality. 

“This is the most important 
thing because if we start to 
speak about challenging for 
objectives at the end of the 
season then maybe we will be 
spending energy on things 
that are not important today. 
We need to keep our feet on 
the ground.” 

Pochettino has maintained 
his faith in young players this 
season, with Dele Alii, Eric 
Dier and most recently 
Joshua Onomah, an 18-year- 
old academy graduate, all 
breaking into the first team. 

The squad’s energy and 
enthusiasm benefits 
Pochettino’s dynamic style of 
play but the Argentinian 
insists his experienced 
players have been just as 
important. 

“I hear a lot ‘because 
Pochettino has at Tottenham 
a very young squad it is easy 
for them to play the way they 
play because they spend a lot 
of energy’,” Pochettino said. 

“If the squad is young and 
doing well then all is good but 
if not people say you need 
more experienced players. 

“But the most important 
thing is that we believe in the 
way that we play, in our 
methods. Always in football 
the balance is the most 
important thing.” 



Mauricio Pochettino 

















Ollei ends: 31al ufjanuary 


hairstyle international 

uk 


BRING A FRIEND R GEE 

£5 OFF YOUR BILL 


Ladles Wash 8t Cut (blaw-dry rat Included) All lengths £Q®* 


Wash 8i blow-dry or straightening All lengths £9 9fl 


Gents wash, cut & finish 


All lengths £9— 


Children's wash, cut & dry (upit. 12 yearscid) All lengths £9 9D 


PERM PACK* 

■ Wash * Cut * Blow dry 
■ Perm * Treatment 
* Finish 


HIGHLIGHTS PACK* 

* Wash * Cut * Blow dry 
► Highlights tup to 11 foils) 
• Treatment * Finish 


COLOUR PACK** 

* Wash * Cut * Blow dry 
* Root Colour 
* Treatment ■ Finish 


Cap or Comb highlights* 


Foil highlights* tup ton foils) 


Root colour ** 


Root semi-permanent colour* 


Up to shoulder £9 9 J 


Up to shoulder £9 9 t 
Up to 4 inch £9?i 


£29°“ 

HIGHLIGHTS & 
ROOTS PACK 

* Wash * Cut * Blow dry 
1 Highlights [up to 12 foils) 
* Root Colour 
* Treatment * Finish 


£29— 


£2990 


HIGHLIGHTS & 
COLOUR PACK* 

+ Wash • Cut * Blow dry 
p Highlights {up to 12 foils) 
• Full head colour 
• Treatment * Finish 


FULL HEAD 
HIGHLIGHTS PACK* 

■ Wash * Cut * Blow dry 
► Highlights, [up to 44 foils) 
• Treatment 
* Finish 


Up to 4 inch £9 — 


* An additional surcharge of £9.90 i$ made for hair over shoulder length. 
** An additional surcharge of £9.90 Is made for hair over 4inch/10cm J 


• UNISEX HAIR SALON * TRAINED EXPERTS 
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED * OPEN EVERY DAY 


72 SHIRLEY HIGH STREET, SOI 5 3NE, SOUTHAMPTON. TEL: 023 8077 0778 

OPENING HOURS: MON - SAT: 9am-7pm SUN; 11am-5pm • When you spend £9^ Q or more with this advert. 


Be in good company 
this Christmas... 

At Churchill you’re guaranteed an independent, secure lifestyle, but we’ll 
also help provide you with a real sense of community, where you can meet 
like minded people, and enjoy good company. This Christmas why not 
come and meet some of our owners, and see how good a new life with 
Churchill Retirement Living can be. 

Enjoy festive mince pies and sherry whilst listening to Christmas carols 
performed by Springhill School on 

Tuesday 15th December at 3pm. 

Alternatively, call in any time during December and collect our 
Christmas gifts to you - a small Christmas pudding and a 
£10 Marks & Spencer Voucher. 


CHADWICK LODGE Devonshire Road, Southampton 


FOLLOW US 


Call Grada or Louise to confirm your attendance 

02380 082 606 Visit churchillretirement.co.uk 


Churchill 

Retirement Living 


*Terms & Conditions apply. 


ADDED PEACE OF MIND 


Lodge Manager 
Owners’ Lounge 
Guest suite for 
friends and family 
Landscaped gardens 


24-hour support 
CCTV security 
entrance system 
Parking 

Lift to all floors 































(EASTLEIGH 


—- 


;;1„ 


Fleming Park have just opened their refurbished 3G Football pitches. The project included resurfacing the old 
5 a side pitches with brand new 3G Turf. This was followed by the removal of the old sand based 11 a side pitch 
and replacing it with 3G Turf. The full size pitch has also been marked out with three 7 a side pitches along with 
brand new 7 a side goals, meaning the pitch can be used as three 7 a side games or one 11 a side game. 
The Fencing and Floodlights also underwent a major overhaul upgrade to improve the facilities. 

The pitches are now open and available to book on 02380684806 


^ v Tuesday & 

Fit W Mmx 'ownns Thursda »^^X 


Games including, Volleyball, 
Handball, Netball, Indoor 
Cricket & much more Do you 
have free time on a Tuesday or 
Thursday? Come along and try 
~ for FREE with this flyer 


FLEMING 


Passfield Avenue 


* 


Ask Reception for more details 


Tuesday & Thursday Mornings 
9:00am - 12:00pm 


Go places with Rudolph 


12 davs of fitness £15 


Fleming Park Leisure Centre 

Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh, Hants So5 09NL 
012380684809 


Come and Try our Brand New Pitches Now! 
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Humiliating 
moments for 
Man United 


Another chapter in; 



Following Manchester United’s 
humiliating exit from the Champions 
League, the Sports Pink looks at some 
of the most embarrassing moments in 
the club’s history. 

DERBY MAULING 
United suffered their heaviest defeat 
for 56 years as they were thrashed 6-1 
at Old Trafford by rivals Manchester 
City in October 2011. Three of City’s 
goals came in the closing minutes but it 
was already a one-sided encounter. 
Mario Balotelli and Edin Dzeko each 
struck twice with Sergio Aguero and 
David Silva also on target. United, who 
had Jonny Evans sent off, grabbed a 
consolation through Darren Fletcher. 

HIT FOR SIX BY SAINTS 
United also conceded six on a dismal 
afternoon at Southampton in October 
1996. Roy Keane was sent off before 
Matthew Le Tissier scored with a clever 
chip and Egil Ostenstad netted a hat- 
trick. 

NEWCASTLE HAMMERING 
The Southampton loss came just a 
week after United were embarrassed 
5-0 by Kevin Keegan’s rampant 
Newcastle at St James’ Park. The 
Magpies were outstanding with the 
highlight being Phillipe Albert’s superb 



Egil Ostenstad celebrates scoring 
in Saints’ famous 6-3 victory 
lob over Peter Schmeichel. 


GREYDAY 

The October rout was not the only 
time United toiled at the hands of 
Southampton in 1996, after the 
notorious grey kit fiasco of April that 
year. United were 3-0 down at half-time 
at The Dell and furious manager Sir 
Alex Ferguson ordered that they 
change kit. He complained that players 
were having trouble seeing each other 
in grey and they returned for the 
second half in blue and white. It worked 
slightly better as the game finished 3-1. 

CHELSEA BLUES 

Another heavy defeat was inflicted by 
Chelsea in October 1999, with the 
Londoners running out 5-0 winners in a 
bad-tempered match at Stamford 
Bridge that ended United’s 29-game 
unbeaten run. A blunder by United 
goalkeeper Massimo Taibi gifted Gus 
Poyet the opener in the first minute and 
things got progressively worse for the 
Red Devils. 

LIVERPOOL CRUSH MOYES 

Liverpool won 3-0 at Old Trafford in 
March 2014 in a result that hastened 
the end of David Moyes’ ill-fated spell 
as manager. 

continued on facing page 


THE War Memorial Athletic 
Ground. A three sided foot¬ 
ball stadium, separated 
from a charming cricket pa¬ 
vilion by an unprepossess¬ 
ing, towering fence and an 
expanse of green. 

This windswept West Midlands 
venue wouldn’t immediately strike 
anybody as a place where history 
could be made, writes PAUL Mc- 
NAMARA. 

But last Saturday, this was where 
Eastleigh broke yet another fron¬ 
tier on their journey from Confer¬ 
ence South comfort zone to the big- 
time. 

In fact, this being the FA Cup, 
the throbbing home of Northern 
Premier League side Stourbridge 
provided the perfect backdrop for 
yet another ‘I was there’ Spitfires 
occasion. 

This was only the second time the 
club had featured at this stage of 
the competition. The first came 12 
months earlier, when Richard Hill’s 
team had their run ended following 
a testy affair at Southport. 

Now, rather than face a divisional 
counterpart, the Spitfires’ reward 
for seeing off League One Crewe 
Alexandra in round one was a con¬ 
test with a team from two leagues 
down the pyramid. 

An open goal, then? Hardly 

Stourbridge had already made 
light of the same chasm in over¬ 
coming National League pair Kid¬ 
derminster and Dover on route to 
this tie. 

With the hosts’ tiny ground 
packed to the gills, every one of the 
crowd situated in tight to a rugged 
playing surface, this was a day for 
calm heads. For players who could 
set aside what was at stake and 
knuckle down to the job in hand. 

And regardless of their loftier po¬ 
sition on the football ladder, their 
recruitment of some hardened, 
canny campaigners, the Spitfires 
didn’t have exclusive claim on such 
individuals last Saturday 

Eastleigh’s defensive unit was 
tasked with containing Karl Haw¬ 
ley and Justin Richards; the Stour¬ 
bridge strike duo with a combined 
age of 69 and a plethora of Football 
League clubs and goals on their re¬ 
spective CVs. 

Chris Lait and Matt Dodd will be 
less familiar names to the uniniti¬ 
ated. Nevertheless, these two fast, 
skilful wingers posed all manner of 
problems to their higher-level op¬ 
ponents. 

That was especially true in a 
first-half that Stourbridge shaded. 
Never mind the Spitfires’ stunning 
away record this year, their re¬ 
markable form since Todd took the 
helm in September, the Glassboys 
had their relatively illustrious visi¬ 
tors on the rack. 

The 300 Eastleigh fans lucky 
enough to secure a ticket, and 
countless more listening in, 
wouldn’t have rested easy during 
the interval. 

If Hawley had kept his lofted fin¬ 


ish an inch or two lower when he 
raced clear just before the break, 
then Todd would have been heading 
for the dressing room contemplat¬ 
ing how best his troops could chase 
a leveller. 

Hawley’s gilt-edged chance served 
as a reminder of how quickly this 
opportunity could be prized from 
Eastleigh’s grasp. 

The FA Cup is littered with tales 
of similar evergreen toilers, sa¬ 
vouring a final day in the sun. 


Nigel Jemson was wearing a 13th 
different set of club colours when, 
in 2003, he struck twice in the FA 
Cup third round as Shrewsbury 
beat Everton 2-1. 

The striker is remembered more 
for that day, than for scoring the 
only goal as Nottingham Forest 
beat Oldham in the 1990 League 
Cup final. 

The remote possibility of such a 
seismic shock occurring was why 
Everton’s visit to the Division 


Three (now League Two) strugglers 
was selected for commentary on 
Radio 5 Live’s flagship Saturday af¬ 
ternoon sports programme 12 years 
ago. 

The national broadcaster was 
represented at Stourbridge, too. 
The motive this time, however, was 
not to be present for the slaying of 
a giant. 

An underdog was heading for a 
place in the hat with Chelsea and 
Manchester United, regardless. 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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i remarkable story 



Josh Payne scores Eastleigh’s second. 

Seth Bennett, the station’s report¬ 
er at the game and more familiar 
with trawling his way around the 
country’s more glamorous football 
arenas, could perhaps have been 
forgiven if he wasn’t relishing this 
assignment. 

But he was. He had no dog in this 
particular fight, but the FA Cup 
sells itself. Bennett had genned up 
on both teams and, sheltering from 
conditions in the pavilion turned 
media-room before kick-off, was 


earnestly debating the merits of 
Forest Green Rovers’ bid for Andy 
Drury. 

The moneyed Gloucestershire 
outfit had made an offer, dismissed 
out-of-hand, earlier in the week, for 
the accomplished midfielder. 

Sought after he might be, but 
Drury wasn’t spared when he rat¬ 
tled a poor pass towards Joe Par¬ 
tington early in this encounter. 

Right-back Partington let his 
team-mate know about his error. 


That vignette summed up the ten¬ 
sion of the day. 

Others found their release in 
more combative style. Players 
from both sides dished out chal¬ 
lenges that, from a pitch-side van¬ 
tage point, made you wince. 

Josh Payne was at the heart of 
the physical battle. He was at the 
heart of nearly all that Eastleigh 
did well. It took Payne a while to 
feel comfortable in his Spitfires 
skin following a summer move 


from Woking. 

The midfielder flickered early in 
his Silverlake Stadium career, sum¬ 
moning occasional flashes of his 
renowned all-action style. 

In the last two months, those 
flashes have turned into something 
of far greater substance. Here was 
the confirmation of Payne as East¬ 
leigh’s engine-room force. 

He was outstanding. It was fit¬ 
ting, therefore, that the former 
West Ham man would be the cen¬ 
tral figure in the game’s decisive 
moments. 

Nothing separated the teams 
when the Spitfires won a free-kick 
with nearly an hour played. 

Payne whipped it in, Partington 
headed at goal. Stourbridge ‘keep¬ 
er Lewis Solly made the initial save 

- and then James Constable’s pred¬ 
atory instincts kicked in. 

While others stood and watched, 
Constable was onto the loose ball in 
an instant to ram home in front of 
a jubilant away support. 

Little more than 15 minutes later 
Payne was the beneficiary of some 
immaculate approach play, the 
day’s star man striding onto Ben 
Strevens’ cross to finish expertly 

Still Stourbridge wouldn’t go 
away. Still Mark Jewell, Eastleigh’s 
chief executive, whose nerves 
seeped from every pore before the 
game, shifted nervously in his seat, 
kicking every ball. 

And Jewell, who confessed before 
the first-whistle that he had never 
been more anxious in his life, had 
to watch on as the home team were 
handed an unlikely lifeline. 

With two minutes to play Hawley 
won a penalty. Bennett alerted his 
studio of the impending spot-kick, 
Jewell drew breath, and formerly 
resigned Stourbridge supporters 

- who had long ago lost interest 
in how Aston Villa were faring at 
Southampton, instead becoming 
rapt by what was happening in 
front of them - came back to life. 

Ross Flitney, though, was ice cool. 
Eastleigh’s number one sprang to 
his left and pushed Hawley’s 12- 
yard effort to safety 

Game over. A straw poll of play¬ 
ers, management and supporters 
indicated that Arsenal were the 
dream third-round opposition. 

As it is, Bolton Wanderers will be 
heading to the Silverlake in Janu¬ 
ary. Winnable say some, against a 
financially stricken club, stuck at 
the bottom of the Championship. 

While Wanderers fans nurse a 
sense of foreboding regarding 
their new-year tip south, the likes 
of Darren Pratley, David Wheater, 
Neil Danns, Shola Ameobi and 
Emile Heskey will surely back 
themselves to see off a bunch of 
doughty non-leaguers. 

But, as they made their way to 
Shropshire in 2003, Wayne Rooney, 
Thomas Gravesen, Alan Stubbs 
and co probably thought they had 
too much in the bank for Shrews¬ 
bury Town and Nigel Jemson. 


Louis suffers 
cup thrashing 
at MK Dons 

from facing page 

Liverpool, inspired by goalscorers 
Steven Gerrard and Luis Suarez, were 
starting to mount a serious title charge 
and they dominated in all facets of the 
game. Moyes was sacked a month later. 

MOYES REIGN 

The whole of Moyes’ time in charge 
represented a disappointing chapter in 
the club’s history. The Scot was 
recommended by his predecessor 
Ferguson in 2013 but he got off to a 
slow start and momentum never really 
picked up. The team were not 
convincing and the club pulled the plug 
after less than a year. United limped to 
a dismal seventh-placed finish in the 
Premier League in 2014, missing out on 
Europe and failing to win any 
silverware. 

MKDONS SHOCK 

Moyes’ permanent successor Louis 
van Gaal hardly got off to a flying start 
either, and his side suffered a shock 
loss to League One MK Dons in the 
second round of the Capital One Cup. 
United had been in need of a lift after 
failing to win either of their opening 
Premier League games but they were 
stunned 4-0 by the minnows. 



Louis van Gaal suffered a 4-0 loss 
at MK Dons early in his United 

FLYING BOOT 

Everyone knew about the Ferguson 
hairdryer but rarely did dressing room 
goings-on spill out into the public as 
spectacularly as they did in 2003 when 
David Beckham had the cut to show it. 
Beckham was struck in the face by a 
boot Ferguson kicked in frustration. Of 
all people for it to hit, it had to be the 
player who commanded photographers’ 
attention like no other. 

BEBE 

All clubs have their share of poor 
signings and Bebe was one of United’s 
worst. The club had high hopes for the 
little-known Portuguese winger when 
they forked out £7.4million to sign him 
from Guimaraes in 2010 but the player 
almost disappeared without trace. He 
made just seven appearances for the 
club before being loaned out and 
eventually sold to Benfica last year. 

DE GEA NO SALE 

United were embarrassed on the 
transfer front again this summer as the 
long-proposed move of goalkeeper 
David de Gea to Real Madrid collapsed 
at the last moment. Neither club came 
out of the saga well with United having 
not been picking De Gea in the 
preceding weeks. The move failed to 
happen as documents were not 
processed before the deadline. 
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Best book of 
sporting year 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Speed Kings by Andy Bull 

To Hell on a Bike by Iain 
MacGregor 

A Man’s World, by Donald McRae 

Cricket: The Game of Life by 
Scyld Berry 

We might expect books in which 
boxing, cricket and cycling feature to 
be among the half dozen best sporting 
reads of the year, but few would have 
anticipated one written ostensibly 
about bobsleighing to be a contender. 

Nevertheless, Speed Kings by Andy 
Bull, is a compelling tale worthy of a 
place in any sports fan’s Christmas 
stocking. 

Set in the 1930s, it revolves around 
bobsleigh ‘golden boy’ Billy Fiske who 
refused to attend the 1936 Winter 
Olympics in Germany having travelled 
around Europe and seen the gathering 
storm of Nazism. 

He became the first American to join 
the RAF and flew during the Battle of 
Britain. 

The moving finale will bring a lump to 
the throat. 

Britain’s love affair with cycling 
almost guarantees that books about 
the sport continue to sell well. 

To Hell on a Bike, by lain MacGregor, 
is a first-hand account which 


Cricket 

The Game of Life 



Cricket - The Game of Life 


encapsulates the sport’s burgeoning 
popularity. While celebrating his 
wedding anniversary with his wife in 
Paris, MacGregor tells her that he 
needs an even bigger challenge: to ride 
the Paris-Roubaix. What follows will 
strike a chord with millions of middle- 
aged men who still believe they’re 
capable of meeting sporting challenges 
head-on. 

A Man’s World, by Donald McRae, tells 
the extraordinary story of American 
boxer Emile Griffiths. No professional 
has ever fought more world 
championship rounds than Griffiths 
racked up during a nineteen-year 
career. 

That statistic could underpin any tale 
of boxing prowess, but Griffiths was 
also gay at a time when displaying any 
sign of homosexuality was to be 
labelled a deviant. McRae has twice 
authored the sports book of the year 
and this brilliant biography came close 
to achieving a hat-trick. 

Finally, Scyld Berry’s Cricket: The 
Game of Life should be read by anyone 
with even a passing interest in sport. 

Mr Berry has written about cricket for 
more than four decades, but this 
imaginative, engrossing study of how 
the game developed and why millions 
of people enjoy playing and watching it 
is an outstanding work, the year’s best. 


The journey from B< 



Former Salisbury winger Liam Feeney, right, with Liverpool’s Philippe Coutinho in last season’s FA Cup replay. 



Former Saint Kevin Davies, right, in action during his Bolton days. 


ELEVEN years ago, they fin¬ 
ished sixth in the Premier 
League. A higher position 
than Saints have ever man¬ 
aged. 

In 2007/08, they reached the last 
16 of the UEFA Cup, writes SIMON 
CARTER. 

They drew against Bayern Mu¬ 
nich - in Germany! - and they be¬ 
came the first English club to ever 
beat Red Star Belgrade on their 
home turf. 

During the same season, they 
knocked out Atletico Madrid. 

In the summer of 2008, they 
splashed out around £10m on one 
player. 

In 2010/11, they reached the semi 
finals of the FA Cup. Ok, they 
were battered 5-0 by Stoke City but 
they still reached the last four and 
played at Wembley 

But all that recent history will 
count for nothing when fallen gi¬ 
ants Bolton Wanderers step out at 
the Silverlake Stadium to face East¬ 
leigh in a mouthwatering FA Cup 
third round tie next month. 

As recently as 2011/12, the Trot¬ 
ters were furiously milking Rupert 
Murdoch’s cash cow as a member 
of the richest league on the planet. 

Heady days 

But those heady days must now 
seem a long time ago as the famous 
Lancashire club prop up the Cham¬ 
pionship table. 

Wolves and Wigan have in the past 
few years suffered a second relega¬ 
tion not long after losing their bat¬ 
tle to stay in the Premier League. 

Wanderers will almost certainly 
repeat that feat this season. 

They have won just one of their 19 
league games - a 2-1 home success 
against Wolves back on September 
12. 

On the field, they obviously have 
big problems. 

They are nothing, though, com¬ 
pared to the club’s off-field con¬ 
cerns. 

On Thursday the club confirmed 
they have been served with a wind¬ 
ing-up petition from HM Revenue 
and Customs over an unpaid tax 
bill. 

Wanderers’ alarming financial 
crisis has deteriorated rapidly over 
the past few weeks after it was re¬ 
vealed they had failed to pay their 
players for November, and now 
HMRC has rejected requests from 
them to be given more time to con¬ 
clude a sale. 

Bolton had hoped they could con¬ 
clude a takeover this week after 
drafting in financial advisor Tre¬ 
vor Birch to help long-time owner 
Eddie Davies, who is willing to 
wipe out £185million of loans owed 
to him, sell the club. 

Administration 

However, with discussions still 
ongoing, HMRC has now acted to 
call in unpaid PAYE and VAT for 
the month of November. 

It raises the possibility of admin¬ 
istration for Neil Lennon’s bottom- 


of-the-table side, who would have 
their entire total wiped out if they 
were to incur the 12-point deduc¬ 
tion. 

Birch said: “Quite clearly the club 
remains in a critical financial posi¬ 
tion. 

“We will continue to try and fi¬ 


nalise a sale or alternatively raise 
some short-term funds needed to 
give the club a breathing space and 
time in which to consider its op¬ 
tions.” 

Wanderers have been in discus¬ 
sions with a handful of interested 
parties since Birch was brought on 


board last month, including a con¬ 
sortium headed by former striker 
Dean Holdsworth, which has finan¬ 
cial support from local boxer Amir 
Khan. 

But the club remains in limbo un¬ 
til a suitable buyer can be found be¬ 
cause Davies has turned the tap off 
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iyern to Eastleigh! 



Veteran former England striker Emile Heskey is among Neil Lennon’s more experienced players at Bolton. 



Bolton Wanderers manager Neil Lennon 


on his own financial support. 

Bolton remain hopeful adminis¬ 
tration can still be avoided because 
it will almost certainly consign 
them to the third tier next year, but 
they may have to offload promising 
youngster Zach Clough and mid¬ 
fielder Mark Davies, which would 
leave Lennon with a threadbare 


squad anyway. 

Wanderers - who include veteran 
ex-England striker Emile Heskey 
in their squad - are believed to need 
£15million to survive the rest of 
the season with the current play¬ 
ing staff. 

Any prospective buyer would also 
have to reach an agreement with 


creditors who hold existing loans 
on the stadium, bringing the initial 
outlay to more like £25m. 

Against that backdrop, Bolton 
have now been given the mother of 
all banana skin ties in the FA Cup. 

Drawn away to a non league club, 
and a non league club bang in form 
to boot. 


This is all a far cry from early No¬ 
vember 2007, when Bolton travelled 
to play the mighty Bayern Munich 
in the UEFA Cup. 

Bayern were not the powerhouse 
they are today, granted. 

But look who was in their team on 
the night Bolton turned up: Oliver 
Kahn, Frank Ribery, Tony Kroos, 
Bastian Schweinsteiger, Mark van 
Bommel, Miroslav Klose, Lukas 
Podolski, Luca Toni. 

And they couldn’t beat Bolton 
Wanderers, Eastleigh’s forthcom¬ 
ing FA Cup opponents. 

Bolton actually led on the night, 
through Ricardo Gardner, before 
Podolski struck twice on the half 
hour mark and four minutes into 
the second half. 

Ex-Saints striker Kevin Davies 
had the final say, grabbing an 82nd 
minute leveller. 

Substantial fees 

Davies was one of the main play¬ 
ers for Wanderers during their 
2005-2011 glory years. 

Well, they were certainly glorious 
compared to the ones the club are 
enduring now. 

He was brought in on a free from 
Saints in the summer of 2003, but 
Bolton paid out substantial fees to 
sign the likes of Jay Jay Okocha, 
Nicolas Anelka and Youri Djor- 
kaeff - and in the summer of 2008 
they splashed out a reported £10m 
to sign Swedish striker Johan El- 
mander. 

That was then, and this is now. 

Lennon is working with a squad 
short on experience, though he has 
one player at least who knows what 
it’s like to face Eastleigh at the Sil- 
verlake Stadium. 

Liam Feeney was at Salisbury 
City during the Wiltshire club’s de¬ 
but Conference national season of 
2007/08. 

The winger moved onto Bourne¬ 
mouth in 2009 before joining Mill- 
wall two years later. 

Feeney switched to Bolton in 
September 2013, initially on loan 
- with the deal made permanent 
the following summer after Feeney 
was released by the Lions. 

Feeney was in the Bolton side 
that drew an FA Cup fourth round 
tie 0-0 at Anfield only last season. 

Little magic 

He was also in the Trotters line¬ 
up that took the lead in a replay 
that was shown live on the BBC. 

Bolton were within four minutes 
of causing a mighty shock, but Ra- 
heem Sterling levelled and Philippe 
Coutinho smacked in a stunning 
90th minute winner. 

From almost beating Liverpool to 
walking out at Eastleigh ... that is 
the enduring magic of the FA Cup. 

There is little magic at Bolton at 
the minute, though, that much is 
obvious. 

And ambitious Eastleigh will be 
aiming to take full advantage of all 
Wanderers’ problems - and there 
are lots of them - under the glare of 
a national spotlight. 


Classy race 
on cards at 
Chelmsford 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
NEXT RACING WEEK 

Monday: Ffos Las, Plumpton and 
Wolverhampton race in England with a 
rearranged card at Navan taking place 
in Ireland. The £10,000 SIS Novices’ 
Chase at Plumpton could be interesting 
given the bonus the track offers to any 
horse that wins there and goes on to 
success at the Cheltenham Festival in 
March. 

Tuesday: It is Catterick for National 
Hunt fans with the all-weather well 
catered for at Southwell and Kempton. 
Yet again the most valuable race of the 
day comes in a novice chase. 

Wednesday: Kempton races for the 
second time in 24 hours, with Lingfield 
joining the all-weather party. The action 
picks up overjumps with Ludlow and 
Newbury staging cards. A £20,000 
graduation chase over just about three 
miles being the highlight at the 
Berkshire venue. There is also a 
rearranged Clonmel fixture. 

Thursday: Chelmsford City has had 
its detractors but there is usually one 
classy race and that is the case again 
with £10,000 up for grabs for some 
decent six-furlong sprinters. There’s 
also another meeting at Southwell with 
Exeter and Towcester keeping jumps 
fans happy. 

Friday: Ascot is the main event with 
a meeting that is likely to throw up the 
odd Cheltenham clue. The Grade Two 
Mitie Gate Novices’ Hurdle and the 
Grade Two Mitie Novices’ Chase are 
usually only small field affairs but 
informative all the same. Jumps racing 
also at Uttoxeter with Southwell and 
Wolverhampton on the level and 
Dundalk in Ireland. 

Saturday: Long Walk Hurdle day at 
Ascot with Reve De Sivola bidding for a 


fourth win in the race. 

There’s also £100,000 up for grabs in 
the Silver Cup, where The Young Master 
is in line to aim for back-to-back wins 
and £150,000 pot in the Ladbroke. 

North at Haydock the highlight is the 
Tommy Whittle Chase, where no doubt 
only mudlarks need apply. Newcastle 
and Lingfield keep the wheels turning 
elsewhere. 

Sunday: Just low-key fare in Britain 
with Fakenham over the sticks and 
Lingfield on the level. Best of the action 
is in Ireland at Thurles. 

Fixtures (Flat in capitals) 


Monday: Ffos Las, Plumpton, 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Tuesday: Catterick, KEMPTON, 
SOUTHWELL 

Wednesday: KEMPTON, LINGFIELD, 
Ludlow, Newbury 
Thursday: CHELMSFORD, Exeter, 
SOUTHWELL, Towcester 
Friday: Ascot, SOUTHWELL, Uttoxeter, 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Saturday: Ascot (CH4), Haydock 
(CH4), LINGFIELD, Newcastle 
Sunday: Fakenham, LINGFIELD 
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Football fixtures 


Sunday, December 13 
Barclays Premier League: Aston Villa v 
Arsenal (1330). Liverpool v West Brom 
(1600). Tottenham v Newcastle (1600). 

Sky Bet League One: Sheff Utd v Coventry 
( 1200 ). 

Monday, December 14 

Barclays Premier League: Leicester v 

Chelsea (2000). 

Sky Bet Championship: Blackburn v Nottm 
Forest (1945). 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Hungerford v Leamington. 

Tuesday, December 15 
Sky Bet Championship (1945): Cardiff 
v Brentford. Charlton v Bolton. Derby v 
Bristol City. Fulham v Ipswich. Huddersfield 
v Rotherham (Jonathan Veal covering). 
Middlesbrough v Burnley. MK Dons v 
Sheff Wed. Preston v Birmingham. OPR v 
Brighton. 

Sky Bet League Two: Wycombe v Notts 
County. 

FA Cup second round replays: Hartlepool v 
Salford. Scunthorpe v Leyton Orient. Walsall 
v Chesterfield. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
St Albans v Maidenhead, Truro v Hemel 
Hempstead. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade v Cambridge 
City, Cirencester v Paulton Rovers, Kettering 
v Dorchester, Slough v Merthyr Town, 
Stratford v Kings Lynn. 

Division One South & West: Shortwood 
v Bridgwater, Swindon Supermarine v 
Evesham, Wantage v Tiverton, Wimborne v 
Taunton. 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 

Third round: Winchester City v Eastleigh. 

NORTH HANTS SENIOR CUP 

Second round: Andover Town v Fleet Town. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 

First round: Bashley v Petersfield Town, 

Gosport Borough v Cowes Sports. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 

Blackfield & Langley v AFC Stoneham. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Horndean v Bournemouth, 

Newport loW v Hamworthy Utd (7.15). 

SW League Cup, second round: Fareham 
Town v Alton Town; third round: Moneyfields 
v Portland Utd, Romsey v Totton & Eling. 
Division One: Ringwood v Tadley Calleva. 
ANDOVER OPEN CUP 
First round: Stockbridge v Otterbourne. 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Dorchester Town v 
Wimborne Town. 

Wednesday, December 16 

Sky Bet Championship: Hull v Reading. 

FA Cup second round replay: Whitehawk v 
Dagenham & Redbridge. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Weymouth v Chesham. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SW League Cup, third round: Amesbury 
Town v Salisbury, Sholing v Verwood. 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Petersfield Town v 
Winchester City. 

Thursday, December 17 
Sky Bet Championship: Wolves v Leeds 
(1945).WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Moneyfields v AFC Totton. 

Friday, December 18 

Sky Bet Championship: Birmingham v 

Cardiff (1945). 

Sky Bet League One: Southend v Bury 
(1945). 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Braintree v Wrexham. 

Saturday, December 19 
Barclays Premier League: Chelsea v 
Sunderland. Everton v Leicester. Man Utd 
v Norwich. Newcastle v Aston Villa (1730). 
Southampton v Tottenham. Stoke v Crystal 
Palace. West Brom v Bournemouth. 

Sky Bet Championship: Bolton v Fulham. 
Brentford v Huddersfield. Brighton v 
Middlesbrough (1230). Bristol City v QPR. 
Burnley v Charlton. Ipswich v Derby. Nottm 
Forest v MK Dons. Rotherham v Hull. 

League One: Barnsley v Wigan. Blackpool 
v Peterborough. Burton v Doncaster. 
Chesterfield v Bradford. Coventry v Oldham. 
Crewe v Fleetwood. Millwall v Gillingham. 
Rochdale v Colchester. Scunthorpe v Sheff 
Utd. Shrewsbury v Swindon. 

League Two: Barnet v Crawley. Cambridge 
v Mansfield. Carlisle v Notts County. 
Dagenham & Redbridge v Bristol Rovers. 
Exeter v Luton. Hartlepool v Plymouth. 

Leyton Orient v Yeovil. Newport v AFC 
Wimbledon. Northampton v Portsmouth. 
Stevenage v Accrington. Wycombe v Oxford. 
York v Morecambe. 

continued on facing page 


Ex-Saints aiming foi 



Lee Holmes signs for Saints in the summer of 2008 - with him are Michael Wilde (left) and Jan Poortvliet. 



Exeter boss Paul Tisdale with Nigel Adkins in January 2011. Now both are targeting FA Cup glory next month. 


JOHN Hartson delved deep 
and pulled out a ball, writes 
SIMON CARTER. 

‘Number 51 - Exeter City.’ 

England women’s football man¬ 
ager Mark Samson delved in next. 

‘Number 23 - will play Liverpool.’ 

Bingo. 

Yet again, the FA Cup had deliv¬ 
ered some of its fabled magic. 

Magic that will hopefully never 
die. 

Last month we were playing a cup 
tie at Didcot Town, who reside in 
the same league as AFC Totton and 
Winchester City Now we are play¬ 
ing Liverpool. 

Didcot and Liverpool in the space 
of three rounds. In the same com¬ 
petition. In the same season. 

Magic. 

I would have liked Eastleigh away 
in the third round of the 2015/16 FA 
Cup, if truth be known. 

Not far to travel from my New For¬ 
est home, and Chris Todd was our 
captain when Exeter first reached 
Wembley - in the 2006/07 Confer¬ 
ence national play-off final - so 
there would have been a nice link. 

But I guess one of the most fa¬ 
mous clubs in world football will 
do! 

Lady Luck shone on Exeter - the 
club I have always supported since 
the late 1970s - back in 2004/05 when 
the third round draw gave us a trip 
to Manchester United. 

We were then a non league club, 
and still owed a lot of money to 
various people. 

Remarkably, we went to Old Traf- 
ford and drew 0-0. 

Wayne Rooney, Ryan Giggs, Gary 
Neville. 

They were given the day off from 
facing a non league team. 

Cristiano Ronaldo, Paul Scholes. 

They were both on the bench, as 
Fergie fielded a second virtually 
stripped of star names. 

In came the likes of David Bel- 
lion, David Jones, Chris Eagles, 
Kieran Richardson and Jonathan 
Spector. 

At the time, they were virtually 
unheard of outside of Old Trafford. 

Fergie also fielded a 17-year-old 
centre half by the name of Gerard 
Pique. 

Whatever happened to him? 

Oh yes, he became part of one 
of the finest footballing sides the 
world has ever seen. 

Wonder if he still remembers 
his afternoon against Exeter City, 
though? 

Fergie’s face on the final whistle 
was a picture. 

It was obvious as he stormed 
stony-faced back to the dressing 
room that the fringe players he had 
selected would receive the legend¬ 
ary hair-dryer treatment. 

This was the magic of the FA Cup 
in exelcis. 

A non league team drawing at 
Manchester United. 

Only the FA Cup can do this. 

The big guns were back for the re¬ 
play - live on BBC1 - and Ronaldo 
and Rooney scored in a 2-0 United 


success. 

Still, Exeter made over £lm from 
those two games, cash that helped 
pay off our debts and laid the foun¬ 
dations for our return to the Foot¬ 
ball League three years later. 

There is not much glamour, glitz 
or money down in the lower divi¬ 


sions. 

We do not get Liverpool, or Man¬ 
chester United, down in Devon that 
often. 

As an Exeter fan, my footballing 
life has been one lived far away 
from the greed that has come to 
dominate the top level. 


We have never splashed out mil¬ 
lions on a player - in fact the £65,000 
we spent on Tony Kellow in 1980 re¬ 
mains the highest transfer fee we 
have ever paid. 

We have never signed a foreign 
striker with a dodgy twitter histo¬ 
ry, a model girlfriend with silicone- 
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Cup giant-killing 


Matt Oakley scores for Saints in an FA Cup fourth round replay win at Millwall in February 2003. Saints were in the 
final a few months later. 


Danny Butterfield, who helped Saints win back to back promotions, is now a player coach at Exeter City. 


enhanced breasts, and a sleeve of 
questionable tattoos. 

Instead, we have to make do with 
trying to polish gems from our 
much-vaunted academy and free 
transfer signings - be it players 
with their best days hopefully in 
front of them or experienced heads 
with their best days behind them. 


There are a handful of former 
Saints in our current squad - some 
well known to the St Mary’s faith¬ 
ful, others less so. 

We still have Matt Oakley making 
regular appearances. 

Now 38, he is one of only two 
members of Saints’ 2003 FA Cup 
final team still playing profession¬ 


ally - Chris Baird is the other. 

Oakley didn’t score too many 
goals in the last few years of his 
impressive Saints career. 

But he fired two at Millwall to 
help Gordon Strachan’s side won 
an FA Cup fourth round replay at 
Millwall en route to their Millen¬ 
nium Stadium final. 


And he also lashed one in from 
the edge of the penalty area when 
Harry Redknapp’s men beat his for¬ 
mer club Pompey in another fourth 
round tie, this one at St Mary’s in 
January 2005. 

Oakley has yet to score for Exeter 
in over 100 appearances since join¬ 
ing us in 2013. 

Liverpool would be a good time to 
break his duck. 

We also have Danny Butterfield, 
Lee Holmes and Arron Davies in 
our squad. 

Butterfield spent three years at St 
Mary’s after arriving in the sum¬ 
mer of 2010. He is now a player- 
coach at Exeter and his experience 
has come in handy this season 
- appearing in our league wins at 
Portsmouth and Plymouth (who 
were both top of the league at the 
time). 

Holmes initially joined us on loan 
from Preston last season, a move 
made permanent in the summer af¬ 
ter he was released by North End. 

Big favourite 

He has scored twice in 17 appear¬ 
ances, but his pace and trickery on 
the left wing have made him a big 
favourite already. 

If he stays fit, he could give 
Klopp’s men a few headaches. 

Still only 28, Holmes seems to 
have been around a long time. 

And indeed he has, having made 
his debut for Derby County as a 
15-year-old. 

Holmes was one of the first sign¬ 
ings Saints made after Jan Poortv- 
liet’s unveiling as head coach in the 
summer of 2008. 

Sadly, injuries conspired against 
him and he was released four years 
later having made just 30 appear¬ 
ances. 

He scored one goal, in a 4-0 Cham¬ 
pionship win at home to Watford in 
October 2011. 

Unfulfilled potential - that would 
sum up Holmes’ time at Saints. 

Hopefully he can start to fulfil it 
with us. 

As for Arron Davies, he started 
his career at Saints but never made 
a first team appearance before 
signing for Yeovil in 2004. 

He went on to win a single Welsh 
international cap, and joined Not¬ 
tingham Forest in 2007 in a £1.2m 
deal that also saw Chris Cohen 
move to the City Ground from Yeo¬ 
vil. 

Davies has made over 120 appear¬ 
ances for Exeter since joining us in 
2012, and scored the decisive sec¬ 
ond goal when we won 2-1 at Frat- 
ton Park in late September. 

Though that was a great victory 
for Exeter, ending Pompey’s un¬ 
beaten league run as it did, it only 
warranted a few lines in the na¬ 
tional press. 

We weren’t national news at the 
time. 

We are rarely national news. 

That has changed, and will con¬ 
tinue to change up until the day 
Jurgen Klopp brings his Liverpool 
side to St James Park. 

The real St James Park, that is. 




FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

continued from facing page 
Saturday, December 19 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v Guiseley, Cheltenham v 
Altrincham, Chester v Torquay, 

Eastleigh v Kidderminster, FC Halifax v 
Tranmere Rovers, Forest Green Rovers 
v Boreham Wood, Gateshead v Woking, 
Grimsby v Dover, Lincoln City v Barrow, 
Southport v Bromley, Welling v 
Macclesfield. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Basingstoke v St Albans, Chelmsford 
v Wealdstone, Ebbsfleet v Bath City, 
Havant & Waterlooville v Concord, 

Hayes & Yeading v Maidstone, Margate 
v Gosport Borough, Oxford City v 
Hemel Hempstead, Sutton v 
Maidenhead, Truro v Eastbourne, 
Weston-super-Mare v Bishops Stortford, 
Whitehawk v Dartford. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Chesham v 
Stratford, Cirencester v Cambridge 
City, Dorchester v Chippenham, Histon 
v Bideford, Hitchin v Merthyr Town, 
Kettering v Frome, Leamington v 
Biggleswade, Paulton v Kings Lynn, 
Poole Town v Slough, Redditch v 
Dunstable, St Neots v Weymouth. 

Division One South & West: Banbury v 
Cinderford, Bishops Cleeve v 
Mangotsfield, Bridgwater v Bashley, 
Didcot v AFC Totton, Marlow v Tiverton, 
Shortwood v Wantage, Swindon 
Supermarine v Larkhall, Taunton v 
North Leigh, Wimborne v Burnham, 
Winchester City v Evesham, Yate v 
Slimbridge. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Whitchurch, Blackfield & Langley v 
Lymington Town, Bournemouth Poppies 
v Verwood, Brockenhurst v Alresford, 
Fawley v Newport loW, Folland Sports v 
Team Solent, Horndean v Cowes 
Sports, Moneyfields v Hamworthy Utd, 
Sholing v Fareham. 

Division One: AFC Stoneham v Fleet 
Spurs, Andover NS v Amesbury, 
Christchurch v US Portsmouth, East 
Cowes Vies v Tadley Calleva, Hythe & 
Dibden v Alton, Pewsey Vale v Totton & 
Eling, Ringwood v Downton, Romsey v 
New Milton. 

WILTSHIRE SENIOR CUP 
Salisbury v Laverstock & Ford, 
Trowbridge v Bemerton HH. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
PEHPL Cup, quarter finals: Baffins 
Milton Rovers v Infinity, Hamble Club v 
Bush Hill, Paulsgrove v Burridge AFC, 
Winchester Castle v Liss Athletic. 

Premier Division: Clanfield v Headley 
Utd, Liphook v Otterbourne, Overton v 
Hedge End Rangers, QK Southampton v 
Colden Common, Stockbridge v 
Fleetlands. 

Division One: Four Marks v 
Broughton, Lyndhurst v Andover Lions, 
Michelmersh & Timsbury v Sway, Netley 
Central v AFC Petersfield, Upham v 
Hayling Utd. 

Combination East: AFC Petersfield v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, Hayling Utd v 
Clanfield, Headley Utd v Fleetlands, 

Liss Athletic v Liphook. 

Combination West: Bush Hill v Hamble 
Club, Hedge End Rangers v Winchester 
Castle, Infinity v Overton, Otterbourne v 
QK Southampton. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup, quarter-final: 
Alresford Town v AFC Portchester. 

Premier Division: US Portsmouth v 
Sholing. 

Division One: Alton Town v Hythe & 
Dibden, Bashley v Romsey, Laverstock 
& Ford v Fawley, Lymington Town v 
Totton & Eling, Tadley Calleva v 
Downton, Verwood v AFC Stoneham. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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FA Cup second round: Stourbridge 0 Eastleigh 2 




r 


James Constable is off to celebrate with the fans after opening the scoring 


Josh Payne has just scored Eastleigh’s second at Stourbridge. 




Eastleigh players celebrate victory. 


An Eastleigh supporter in good voice 



Up for the cup - Eastleigh fans in good spirits 



James Constable races away to celebrate with Eastleigh fans after scoring 



Eastleigh celebrate their second round win at Stourbridge. 


IT was a day that East¬ 
leigh FC fans won’t 
forget in a hurry. 

Back in 2008, they were left 
casting envious glances at 
neighbours Havant & Water- 
looville. The Hawks reached 
the fourth round of the FA 
Cup, going down bravely at 
Anfield. 

Now it’s the Spitfires 


turn to hog the Hampshire 
non league limelight in the 
world’s greatest club knock¬ 
out competition. 

Last Saturday’s 2-0 win at 
Stourbridge sent Eastleigh 
through to the third round, 
and a home tie with Champi¬ 
onship strugglers Bolton. 

Daily Echo photographer 
Stuart Martin was at the 
War Memorial ground in the 


Midlands to capture the best 
of the action as kings of the 
road Eastleigh maintained 
their remarkable away re¬ 
cord. 

Here, on these two pages, 
are a selection of his pic¬ 
tures. 

Who knows what ones are 
still to be taken as the Spit¬ 
fires continued to tread new 
ground? 


SPORTS PINK - ALWAYS BEST FOR SAINTS NOSTALGIA 
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Jubilation on the terraces from the travelling Spitfires 
fans. 


Delight on the terraces as Eastleigh progress 
to the third round. 


Eastleigh fans celebrate at the end of the game 



Eastleigh supporters celebrate their side’s win at Stourbridge 


Ross Flitney saves Karl Hawley’s penalty. 




Eastleigh fans prior to kick off. 



Josh Payne celebrates with a young fan 
and her tinfoil FA Cup 



James Constable goal and celebration. (48549737) 


5 Dec 2015 - Photo by Stuart Martin - Stourbridge V Eastleigh FA Cup - Eastleigh 
fans. (48549820) 



The view the fans didn’t get - Stourbridge’s three-sided ground. 



GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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WoodhillSchool 

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGED 3-11 


Our Nursery— for when your child needs more than play. We introduce them to the 
first elements of literacy and numeracy, and ensure their care and support is always 
tailored to each individual child. 

Kindergarten—Year 6— our small class sizes provide a safe, attentive and inspiring 
environment in which to learn. We provide a firm grounding in the essential skills of reading, 
writing and arithmetic. We have high expectations of our pupil’s work and behaviour. 
WoodhillS chool has a long history of outstanding academic results that we are 
all very proud of. 


Brook Lane, Botley, Hampshire SO30 2ER 
Tel: 01489 781112 email: office-b@woodhill.hants.sch.uk 
www.woodhillsschoolbotley.co.uk 

Principal: Mrs M Dacombe 



OWTON’S 


Merry Christmas 
to ALL our customers 


Suuuleid Christmas Meat 
Hampers Available to Order Now 


• l.9kg NZ Leg Of Lamb (Feeds up to 8) 

• l.8kg Topside (Feeds up to 10) 

• l.8Kg Gammon Joint (Feeds up to 10) 

• l.8Kg Leg Of Pork (Feeds up to 10) 

• 454g Owtons Pork Sausagemeat 

• 454g Owtons Pork Chipolatas 

• 454g Green Streaky 

• FREE 2.25kg Boneless Turkey Breast Roll' 
This excellent meat hamper comes frozen. 


& #OwtonsButchers 


facebook 


Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Southampton. SO30 2HU 

www.owtons.com 

shop@owtons.com 


ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


Quality coach trips 

departing soon. 


Want*to.*know more? i 

Visit us online or call for 
your free brochure. 

GREAT DAYS OUT! 


17 DEC Christmas Mystery Drive 

18 DEC Festival of Light at Longleat 

2 JAN Disney on Ice at 02 Arena 

4, 5, 6 JAN Lakeside World Darts Championship 
6, 7 JAN Holiday on Ice - Passion at Brighton 
10, 22 JAN Adinkerke 
16 JAN All Day Mystery Tour 

24 JAN Bruges via Eurotunnel 

27 JAN Wednesday Lunch Club 

30 JAN Stitch & Creative Crafts at Sandown 

Park, Esher 

4 FEB Cite Europe, Calais 


40 


£15 | 

£41 

£59 I 

£23 I 

£49 

£40 

£20 

£40 

£28 

£28 

£28 


Coliseum 


023 8047 2377 

www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 

Mi day excursions are subject to availability. 



Finding the right 
person with the 
right skills 
is important. 


Get your job vacancies seen: 

• More than 50 % of job seekers look 
to local media to find local employers 

• 72 % of job seekers use local media 
to keep up-to-date with their local 
job market • 60 % of those job 
seekers respond to ads in their 
local paper or website. 


Consumer Catalyst Report 2014, Courtesy of LMW Ltd 


Daily Echo 


Book your job advert with us 


023 8042 4935 

email: Carol.shears@dailyecho.co.uk 


dailyecho.co.uk/jobs 




GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS 

Loads of gift ideas for 
the drummer in your life! 

www.grahamrusselldrums.com 


Southampton 023 8055 7777 



www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Unit 5 Axis Park, 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

Newgate Lane 

Fareham 

HR 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 

POI41FD 

UJtft 

tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 

01329 834 012 

EH 


DENTURE 

WEARERS 





50% DISCOUNT 

TO SENIOR CITIZENS 

£399.00 all inclusive 
NO PAYMENT UNTIL DENTURES ARE FITTED 

7 DAY SERVICE 

30 MILE RADIUS OF SOUTHAMPTON 
ARE YOUR DENTURES: LOOSE CHIPPED OR WORN? 
THEN HAVE THEM REPLACED WITH A NEW SET IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME! 

ALL TECHNICIANS REGISTERED WITH THE GENERAL DENTAL COUNCIL 

PHONE 07810 618102 
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Now 


JTHAMPTON 
SQ147FJ 


OPENING TODAY 4TH DECEMBER 

10% DISCOUNT 
on food With this advert 
OFFER ENDS 31 ST JANUARY 2019 


c Indian 
Restaurant 


curry L&ctf 

Irtcli&n Cuisine 

A contemporary INDIAN RESTAURANT 

Fully Licensed and dir Conditioned 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 

Try our special offer, set menu 
Monday and Wednesday evenings 
£9.95 per person 

Including starter, main dish, rice or naan. 

Takeaway service available 

Free delivery to Ashurst, Bartley, 
Brockenhurst, Cadnam, Woodland and 
Lyndhurst. minimum order £15 


Christmas 

Bookings 


Being 

Taken 


OPEN 

5pm-ll pm, 

6 days a week 
(closed Tues) 


Landlic^02380 284T89 

72 HIGH STREET, LYNIDHURST S043 7BJ 

(opposite Lyndhurst post office) 
www.curryleaflyndhurst.co.uk 


PENTALVER 


INNOVATIVE CONTAINER SOLUTIONS 


Do you need additional storage or work space??? 


Pentalver is the UK's leading provider of ISO 
containers and Bespoke container conversions. 
Our dedicated workshop teams have converted 
containers into offices, stables, workshops and 
for numerous other Bespoke applications. 

To find out how our container solutions could 
work for you, get in touch today 


www.pentalvercontainersales.co.uk 




SOUTHAMPTON 

BOAT SHOW 


To obtain a quotation or simply to discuss your requirements with our friendly sales team, ^ 

call us now on 02380 338100 or email sou.sales@pentalver.com "^-“ 2016 *^" 
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Itchen cruise to Senior Cup success 


COURTNEY Campbell scored 
twice as Itchen Saints cruised to 
an 8-0 win at Portsmouth Sunday 
in the third round of the Hamp¬ 
shire FA Senior Cup. 

Itchen were 3-0 up at half-time 
and their other goals were scored 
by Aiden Johnson, Rich Warner, 
AJ Cashmore, Ryan Lambert, Lee 
Bore, and Liam Collymore. 

But Boyatt Wanderers and RS 
Nomansland were knocked out 
of the same competition. 

Dan Harket-Burgess scored 
twice in Boyatt’s 8-4 defeat at 


Queen Victoria, with Michael 
Halton and Jason Palmer netting 
the other goals. 

Ben Dawkins and Ruben Sam- 
paio netted in the second half as 
RS Nomansland lost 5-2 away to 
Baffin Milton Rovers. 

AFC Velmore won 4-0 at Rich¬ 
mond Park Rangers in the Hamp¬ 
shire FA Junior A Cup, courtesy 
of goals for Iain Attrill, Stuart 
Gooch,Martin Walter and Alex 
Waldron. 

Philly Bryan hit a hat-trick 
and their were two apiece for 


Brendan Wright and Sean Auger 
as Fawley RBL reserves beat So- 
berton United 11-1 in the Hamp¬ 
shire JUnior B Cup. 

Ash Dallimore’s hat-trick and 
a brace for Owen Williams fired 
AFC Durley to a 5-1 win at AFC 
Bowenhurst. 

Hunters Inn beat JP Morgan 
2-0 (Henry Rule and Ben Pearce) 
while Portside crashed 5-1 at 
home to Titchfield. 

Bridge Manor beat Broad Oak 
Special 6-5 on penalties in the 
Hampshire FA Junior C Cup after 


Matthew Camfield and Shahin 
Bani-Sadr scored in a 2-2 draw. 

Nursling drubbed Rushmere re¬ 
serves 7-3 with Wade Wilson scor¬ 
ing two of the goals. 

Winsor Sports beat Testwood 
Tornadoes 3-1 thanks to a goal 
apiece for Ben Whittle, Liam Dw¬ 
yer and Marcus Buchan. 

Ralph Stanfield’s Brace could 
not prevent a 9-5 defeat for Bish¬ 
ops Waltham Dynamos against 
FFC XI reserves. 

Nick White scored twice as JSC 
beat Gosham Rangers 3-1. 
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Saints fans outside Selhurst Park prior to this weekend’s Premier League game against Crystal Palace 


Callum keeps Sholing on top 


SHOLING United remain a 
point clear of AFC West End 
after two-goal Callum Oliver 
fired the City of Southamp¬ 
ton League Premier Division 
leaders to a 3-1 win against 
second-from-bottom Land- 
guard Rovers. 

Ashley Lovett bagged a hat-trick as 
Hamble Roll Call won 5-1 at Titansm, 
writes SIMON WALTER. 

Bush Hill remain rooted to the foot 
of the table after losing 4-1 to KRL, 
for whom Mike Saunders scored 
twice. Mo Melo scored a second-half 
consolation for the bottom club. 

Cricketers Arms climbed to second 
in the Senior Division with a 5-1 win 
at Bitterne RBL. 

Lokomotiv Eastleigh kept the pres¬ 
sure on Junior One leaders Chamber- 
layne Athletic with a 2-0 win at AFC 


Portswood. 

Bottom club Test Valley Spartans 
celebrated their first point of the sea¬ 
son following a 1-1 draw against CDA, 
courtesy of a Craig Renwick goal. 

AFC Bishopstoke leapfrogged Bish¬ 
ops with a 5-2 win. Their goals were 
shared by Sam Baker (pen), Karim 
Williams, Nathan Alexander, Ed 
Cheeseman and Dennis Malley. 

Eastpoint are second in Junior Two 
after beating Marchwood Rangers 
3-2. 

David Kyle and James Erskine 
gave them a 2-0 half-time lead before 
Marchwood made it interesting with 
second-half goals from Ben Foster 
and Ben Saunders. 

Curbridge thrashed bottom club 
Aldermoor United 6-3, with eight of 
the goals scored in the second half. 
Liam Slade scored twice and Craig 
McGrisken netted a brace of penal¬ 
ties for Aldermoor. 


Bitterne Ducks maintained their 
100 per cent record in Junior Three 
with a 4-2 win against Royale Marine 
- thanks to a Michael Thomas hat- 
trick. 

The win ensured they replaced 
King George by a going a point clear 
at the top, with three games in hand, 
after their nearest rivals were held to 
a 3-3 draw by Mottisfont, despite two 
goals for Josh Daley 

Closed the gap 

With Junior Four’s top two in cup 
action, third-placed Forest Home 
closed the gap with a 3-1 win at Hedge 
End City thanks to goals from David 
Wells, Lee James and George West. 

Portswood United’s Joshua Rees- 
long scored twice as Otter Sunday 
were beaten 3-2. 

Sporting Compass produced the re¬ 
sult of the day, turning around a 2-1 
half-time deficit to beat Junior Five 


leaders Unity 3-2, thanks to goals 
from Adam Hague, Stuart Griffin 
and Harri Williams. 

Ray Flanders netted a treble as 
Itchen Hawks won 6-3 at rock-bottom 
St Minions. 

FC Woolston claimed their first 
win of the season, 3-2 at third-placed 
Hedge End Town - but they remain 
bottom of Junior Six. 

Woolston closed the gap on AFC 
Carnival to two points thanks to a 
Keiran Holt brace and one from Shai 
Brown. 

Carnival were replaced in the bot¬ 
tom two by Riverside Rangers, who 
beat them 2-1 with a brace from Mi¬ 
chael Fielden. 

Chamberlayne Athletic Reserves 
produced a stirring comeback. 

Trailing 3-1 at half-time, they won 
5-4 at Banister Park with Ross Wal¬ 
ton (2), Adam Smith and Lee Os¬ 
borne getting the goals. 


Lambert 

suffering 

atWBA 

BOSS Tony Pulis admits 
Saints legend Rickie Lambert 
has suffered from West 
Brom’s last-ditch deal to sign 
Salomon Rondon. 

The striker moved from 
Liverpool for around 
£3million in the summer to 
revive his career but has 
started just three Barclays 
Premier League games. He 
has come on as a sub in 10 
other matches. 

Lambert has netted just 
once - a penalty in the 3-2 
loss to Leicester at the end of 
October - for the Baggies and 
is likely to be on the bench 
again for his Anfield return on 
Sunday. 

Lambert left Merseyside 
because of a lack of first- 
team opportunities just a 
year after joining from Saints 
but has been kept out of the 
Baggies side by £12m record 
buy Rondon. 

Pulis said: “Rickie is 
knocking on my door all the 
time. He wants to play. It’s 
difficult at times because I 
understand he wants to play. 

Balance 


“It’s about trying to find the 
right formation and shape for 
the team and trying to get the 
balance right. 

“In the back of our mind we 
were looking to bring him on 
against Tottenham (a 1-1 
draw last Saturday) but we 
played so well, we were 
thinking ‘who do we bring 
off?’ 

“We didn’t think we would 
get Salomon right up to the 
last minute. Salomon was a 
real coup for us in lots of 
ways.” 

Rondon has hardly set the 
Premier League alight, 
though. 

He has netted three times in 
13 starts, plus one sub 
outing, including winners at 
Stoke and Norwich. 

Lambert became a legend 
at St Mary’s after plundering 
106 league goals in 197 starts 
(plus 10 as a sub) in five 
remarkable years with Saints. 

But he only managed two 
league goals for Liverpool in 
2014/15 from seven starts 
and 18 sub outings - his time 
at Anfield restricted despite 
Luis Suarez being sold and 



Rickie Lambert 
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Hampshire Colleges football spotlight 

Sweet sixteen! Itchen go on 
great colleges goal spree 



HAVING dominated Hamp¬ 
shire Sixth Form Colleges for 
the past seven seasons, Itch¬ 
en were anxious to test their 
mettle at a national level. 

So attempting to emulate Brocken- 
hurst’s achievement in winning the 
British Colleges AoC Cup was the 
obvious next step, writes Mike Vim- 
pany. 

They duly knocked out Brock 3-0 
in round one and then got a second 
round walkover when Brighton con¬ 
ceded. 

Next up were South Gloucester¬ 
shire & Stroud - the outcome a total 
miss-match. 

Itchen won 16-0 - and with a bit 
more care with their finishing would 
have seriously threatened that old 
pub quiz favourite - the British re¬ 
cord 36 goals the Scottish side Bon 
Accord conceded against Arbroath 
way back in 1885. 

With a last 32 place in the national 
competition up for grabs, Itchen an¬ 
ticipated a testing tie. 

Farce 

But, 7-0 up inside 20 minutes - and 
10 by half-time - the match descended 
into farce, with Itchen’s players queu¬ 
ing up to score. 

For the record, Jack Burrows got 
four, Jake Willis Dellimore helped 
himself to a hat-trick, Jake Hoole, 
Sam Woodward and Nick Yeomans 
scored two each, with Keenan New, 
Jack Wilson and Jack Harris getting 
one apiece. 

SGS managed one worthwhile at¬ 
tack all game and were lucky to get 
the proverbial nil. 

It probably cost South Glouces¬ 
tershire a tidy £500 to hire a bus to 
bring them to Southampton for what 
proved a totally meaningless match. 

Itchen were probably counting 
their blessings they didn’t have to 
fork out and make the trip to Stroud. 

• PETER Symonds’ have all three 
teams in next month’s Hampshire 
Sixth Form Colleges Cup semi-finals. 

Their firsts beat Portsmouth 6-4 in 
a thrilling Peter Munro Cup tie - a 
result matched by the second team’s 
3-1 win over Sparsholt and the 3rd XI 
thrashing South Downs 10-0, writes 
Mike Vimpany. 

PSC and Portsmouth traded first 
half goals in the opening 20 min¬ 
utes at Bereweeke Avenue, where 
Jayden Mclay-Hodge twice cancelled 
out strikes by Joel Drew and Euan 
Mathias. 

But Peter Symonds’ stepped up a 
gear with Mathias making it 3-1 be¬ 
fore half-time, and Harrison Fay (2) 
and Drew stretching the lead to a 
seemingly unassailable 6-2. 

Portsmouth made it interesting 
with a third goal through Joe Mc- 
Clean - and then spooned a great 
chance of getting themselves back in 
the game by fluffing a penalty 

Lewis Hutton missed it, but re¬ 
deemed himself with Portsmouth’s 
fourth goal before the final whistle. 
By then it was too late. 


Jay Bugg scored twice and Pete 
Thatcher scored the other goal as 
Symonds trimmed Sparsholt 3-1 to 
earn their place in the Second XI Cup 


semi-final. 

George Hodgkins notched a hat- 
trick as the third team ran amok, 
scoring ten unanswered goals against 


beleaguered South Downs. 

Man of the match Will Lloyd (2), 
Dan Hoff (2), Harvey Spencer (2) and 
Anton Flood completed the rout. 


Taunton’s 
cup bid is 
dashed 

JUDGING by their respective 
results this season, Richard 
Taunton’s probably fancied 
their chances of knocking 
Queen Mary’s out of the 
Peter Munro Cup. 

But the Basingstoke-based 
A Division strugglers 
prevailed on their own 3G 
surface, beating RTC’s high 
fliers 5-1 to set up a semi-final 
pairing with Farnborough, 
writes Freddie 
Molyneaux. 

It was clear from the first 
few minutes that both teams 
were looking to get the ball 
down and play football on the 
flat artificial surface. 

QMC, with only one autumn 
term win in the league, 
grabbed the lead against the 
run of play after Dylan Bardell 
capitalised on a quick throw 
in and slipped a smart finish 
underneath Jack Graham, the 
Taunton’s goalkeeper. 

Scramble 

Unbeaten RTC continued to 
miss chances before Louis 
Chambers doubled QMC’s 
lead just before the break - 
the visitors failing to deal with 
a corner and Chambers 
poking the ball home in the 
ensuing scramble. 

Taunton’s started the 
second half brightly and were 
left to reflect on opportunities 
missed when a third QMC 
goal by Conor Thorne 
effectively wrapped up the 
tie. Taunton’s were handed a 
glimmer of hope when Dylan 
Gain converted a penalty with 
about half an hour left. 

Yawning gaps 

With the minutes ticking 
away, Taunton’s began to 
throw more men forward - 
deploying a 2-4-4 formation 
for the last 15 minutes. 

It left yawning gaps in 
defence which QMC duly 
exploited. 

Thorne doubled his tally 
after volleying in a fine cross 
before Ben Saunders added a 
fifth. 

The scoreline may have 
slightly flattered QMC, who 
were ruthless in taking their 
chances without ever 
dominating the game. 

RTC can have no 
complaints with finding 
themselves on the losing side 
for the first time this season. 

Queen Mary’s won’t relish a 
semi-final meeting with 
Farnborough, who are more 
than capable of beating 
anyone ... on their day. 

Three goals in the opening 
15 minutes - Sam Pedersen 
(2) and Alex Merrifield were 
on target - effectively sealed 
their eventual 5-2 victory at 
Andover. 

Ryan McCartney added a 
fourth before half-time, with 
Andover responding just 
before the break. 

Merrifield got his second on 
the hour-mark, with Andover’s 
final reply coming late on. 
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SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Barclays Premier League 


AFC Bournemouth.L 

HTL-L 

Crystal P.1 

Cabaye 38 
HT 1-0 

Man City.2 

Bony 26 
Iheanacho 90 
HT 1-0 

Norwich.1 

Hoolahan 47 
HT 0-1 

Sunderlnd.0 

HT 0-1 

West Ham.0 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Man City 16 7 0 2 25 11 

Leicester 15 4 2 1 14 12 

Arsenal 15 4 2 1 11 5 

Man Utd 15 4 3 0 9 1 

Tottenham 15 4 4 0 14 5 

Crystal P 16 4 1 4 12 9 

Watford 16 3 2 3 6 6 

West Ham 16 2 4 2 12 11 

Everton 16 3 3 2 17 12 

Liverpool 15 3 2 2 8 9 

Stoke 16 3 1 3 7 7 

SAINTS 16 3 2 3 13 11 

W.B.A. 15 2 2 4 10 14 

Chelsea 15 3 1 4 10 11 

Swansea 16 2 3 3 8 12 

Norwich 16 2 3 3 9 10 

Bournemouth 15 1 3 3 8 12 

Newcastle 15 2 3 3 13 12 

Sunderlnd 16 2 2 4 9 9 

A. Villa 15 0 2 5 5 10 


Man Utd.L 

SAINTS.0 

Att 24,914 

Swansea.1 

Gomis 90 
Att 53,052 

Everton.1 

Lukaku 15 
Att 27,027 

Watford.1 

Ighalo 4 
Att 43,989 

Stoke.0 

Att 34,357 

AWAY 


W D 


A Pt 
6 32 

3 0 18 9 32 

1 2 16 8 30 

2 2 11 9 29 

4 1 11 7 26 


1 12 9 23 

2 10 8 23 


SkyBet Championship 


Cardiff.2 

Noone 21 pen 
Pilkington 34 
HT 2-0 

Charlton.0 

HT 0-0 


Sheff Wed.2 

Forestieri 61 
Bannan 76 
Att 14,526 

Leeds Utd.0 

Att 15,867 


Johnson 41 









Wilson 22 

Martin 88 pen 








van La Parra 75 

HT 1-1 









Att 30,537 

Fulham.... 





....2 

Brentford. 


. 2 

Tarkowski 40 og 








Judge 18 pen 

Dembele 64 









O’Connell 71 

HT 1-1 









Att 19,411 

Huddersfld... 




....1 

Bristol C .. 


.2 

Bunn 84 









Kodjia 7 
Flint 29 

HT 0-2 









Att 13,255 

Hull. 






1 Bolton 


. 0 

Akpom 19 

HT 1-0 









Att 15,739 

Middlesbro... 




.0 

Birminghm.. 

. 0 

HT 0-0 









Att 20,929 

M K Dons 





.0 

Ipswich.... 


. 1 










Pitman 10 

HT 0-1 









Att 13,520 

Preston ... 





....1 

Reading... 


. 0 

Garner 52 pen 









HT 0-0 









Att 10,649 

Q.P.R . 





.0 

Burnley.... 


. 0 

HT 0-0 









Att 16,576 




HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

w 

D 

L 

F A Pt 

Brighton 

20 

8 

2 

0 

15 7 

3 

7 

0 

14 11 42 

Middlesbro 

20 

7 

2 

1 

16 2 

5 

2 

3 

13 10 40 

Hull 

20 

7 

2 

1 

17 5 

4 

3 

3 

12 8 38 

Derby Cty 

20 

5 

4 

1 

17 8 

5 

4 

1 

11 5 38 

Burnley 

20 

6 

2 

2 

17 11 

3 

6 

1 

9 8 35 

Ipswich 

20 

3 

5 

2 

13 11 

5 

2 

3 

16 16 31 

Cardiff 

20 

5 

4 

1 

14 8 

2 

5 

3 

10 12 30 

Sheff Wed 

20 

5 

4 

1 

15 9 

2 

5 

3 

12 15 30 

Birminghm 

20 

3 

2 

5 

9 13 

5 

3 

2 

16 9 29 

Brentford 

20 

5 

1 

4 

13 14 

3 

4 

3 

15 13 29 

Blackburn 

20 

3 

5 

2 

11 7 

3 

4 

3 

11 11 27 

Reading 

20 

4 

4 

2 

13 7 

3 

2 

5 

13 16 27 

Q.P.R. 

20 

4 

5 

1 

17 11 

3 

1 

6 

7 14 27 

Wolves 

20 

2 

5 

3 

10 11 

4 

2 

4 

15 14 25 

Nottm For 

20 

4 

3 

3 

13 9 

2 

3 

5 

7 11 24 

Preston 

20 

2 

5 

3 

7 8 

3 

4 

3 

9 8 24 

Fulham 

20 

3 

4 

3 

18 18 

2 

4 

4 

15 17 23 

Leeds Utd 

20 

2 

3 

5 

7 12 

3 

5 

2 

11 10 23 

Bristol C 

20 

2 

3 

5 

11 18 

2 

4 

4 

9 15 19 

Huddersfld 

20 

2 

3 

5 

11 14 

2 

3 

5 

9 16 18 

Charlton 

20 

3 

3 

4 

11 16 

1 

2 

7 

6 16 17 

M K Dons 

20 

3 

1 

6 

8 12 

1 

3 

6 

7 15 16 

Rotherham 

20 

2 

2 

6 

13 20 

2 

1 

7 

9 16 15 

Bolton 

20 

1 

7 

2 

9 10 

0 

2 

8 

5 19 12 

1 SkyBet League One 

Bradford 





P 

Southend 


.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 





Bury. 





....1 

Chesterfld 


. 0 

Mayor 68 

HT 0-0 









Att 2,962 

Colchester 




...2 

Barnslev 


.3 

Moncur 67 









Hourihane 18 

Porter 70 









Hammill 40 










Toney 60 

HT 0-2 









Att 3,265 

Doncaster. 




....3 

Crewe 



.2 

Grant 32 









Haber 26 

Stewart 90 
Williams 90 









Saunders 90 

HT 1-1 









Att 5,342 

Fleetwood Town 



... P 

Walsall. 


.P 


Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Gillingham.0 


HT 0-0 

Oldham.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 


Burton Albion.3 

McCrory 59 
Akins 90 
O’Connor 90 
Att 6,230 

Millwall.P 


Peterboro.1 

Washington 56 
HT 0-0 

Port Vale.1 

Leitch-Smith 45 
HT 1-1 

Swindon.2 

Robert 33 
Gladwin 35 
HT 2-0 


Shrewsbry.. 


Scunthorpe 


Barnett 79 
Att 5,568 

.1 

King 36 
Att 3,983 

.1 

Lancashire 60 

Att 7,149 


Motherwell.. 

McDonald 6 
Moult 32 
Pearson 90 
HT 2-0 


..3 Dundee.1 

Harkins 68 


Wigan. 





...0 


Blackp 

ool 



.1 

Aid red 36 

HT 0-1 











Att 8,424 




HOME 



AWAY 



p 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Burton Albion21 

7 

2 

1 

16 

6 

7 

0 

4 

11 

10 44 

Coventry 

20 

7 

3 

0 

24 

12 

4 

3 

3 

14 

9 39 

Walsall 

20 

5 

3 

2 

15 

10 

6 

3 

1 

20 

9 39 

Gillingham 

21 

8 

2 

1 

25 

11 

3 

3 

4 

14 

17 38 

Peterboro 

21 

5 

3 

3 

24 

19 

5 

1 

4 

23 

13 34 

Wigan 

21 

6 

3 

2 

15 

5 

3 

4 

3 

14 

15 34 

Bury 

21 

5 

4 

2 

18 

15 

4 

2 

4 

14 

15 33 

Millwall 

20 

5 

1 

4 

14 

13 

4 

3 

3 

17 

15 31 

Southend 

20 

5 

2 

3 

10 

9 

3 

5 

2 

15 

13 31 

Bradford 

20 

4 

4 

2 

11 

9 

4 

3 

3 

11 

11 31 

Port Vale 

21 

6 

4 

1 

19 

11 

2 

2 

6 

8 

13 30 

Sheff Utd 

20 

5 

1 

4 

21 

17 

2 

5 

3 

11 

13 27 

Rochdale 

21 

5 

2 

3 

14 

11 

2 

4 

5 

11 

14 27 

Scunthorpe 

21 

5 

1 

4 

8 

9 

3 

2 

6 

17 

19 27 

Doncaster 

21 

5 

4 

2 

16 

10 

2 

2 

6 

7 

18 27 

Swindon 

21 

4 

2 

5 

17 

17 

3 

2 

5 

14 

18 25 

Chesterfld 

21 

2 

2 

6 

14 

21 

5 

0 

6 

11 

15 23 

Shrewsbry 

21 

3 

1 

6 

14 

15 

3 

3 

5 

13 

17 22 

Blackpool 

21 

4 

2 

4 

9 

12 

2 

2 

7 

8 

16 22 

Fleetwood T 20 

4 

3 

3 

19 

9 

2 

0 

8 

8 

20 21 

Barnsley 

21 

3 

2 

5 

11 

11 

3 

1 

7 

17 

25 21 

Colchester 

21 

3 

4 

4 

19 

20 

2 

1 

7 

13 

32 20 

Oldham 

20 

1 

3 

6 

11 

22 

2 

7 

1 

11 

10 19 

Crewe 

21 

2 

2 

6 

10 

19 

3 

2 

6 

11 

17 19 

SkyBet League Two 

AFC Wimbledon 



.1 


Stevenaae 



.2 

Francomb 43 











Matt 57 
Okimo 76 

HT 1-0 











Att 3,846 

Acc Stanlev 




P 


Wvcomhe 



P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 






Bristol R . 





.2 


York... 




.1 

Easter 71 
Taylor 90 











Oliver 41 

HT 0-1 











Att 6,916 

Crawley... 





.3 


Dagenham... 


.2 

Harrold 40 










Doidge 64 

Murphy 45,82 










Cureton 85 

HT 2-0 











Att 1,543 

Luton. 





.3 


Northmptn... 


.4 

Benson 9,52 










O’Toole 18 

Green 66 pen 











D’Ath 30 











Richards 42 











Holmes 69 

HT 1-3 











Att 8,792 

Mansfield 





.1 


Leyton O . 



.1 

Lambe 40 










Simpson 12 

HT 1-1 











Att 2,935 

Mnrecamhe 




P 


Exeter 




P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 






Notts Cnty.... 




....4 


Newport County 

' . 3 

Noble 34,90 











Byrne 5 

McLeod 41,71 









Rodman 10 












Boden 83 

HT 2-2 











Att 4,105 

Oxford Utd. .. 




.1 


Carlisle . 



.1 

MacDonald 34 









Dunkley 45 og 

HT 1-1 











Att 5,936 

Plymouth 





.1 


Cambridge .. 


. 2 

Wylde 73 










Williamson 6 











Berry 86 

HT 0-1 











Att 7,246 

POMPEY. 





.4 


Hartlennnl 



o 

Lavery 32 












Jackson 37 og 











Evans 61 
McNulty 90 












HT 2-0 










Att 15,610 

Yeovil . 





. 2 


Barnet 




. 2 

Zoko 80,86 










Mclean 18,45 

HT 0-2 











Att 3,162 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Northmptn 

21 

7 

1 

2 

16 

9 

6 

3 

2 

21 

17 43 

Oxford Utd 

21 

5 

5 

1 

14 

8 

6 

3 

1 

18 

9 41 

Plymouth 

21 

6 

2 

3 

17 

11 

6 

2 

2 

14 

7 40 

POMPEY 

21 

4 

6 

1 

21 

7 

5 

4 

1 

16 

11 37 

Acc Stanley 

19 

4 

3 

2 

18 

15 

6 

2 

2 

16 

7 35 

Carlisle 

21 

5 

3 

2 

21 

17 

4 

4 

3 

18 

20 34 

Mansfield 

21 

3 

5 

3 

15 

11 

6 

1 

3 

14 

8 33 

Bristol R 

21 

4 

1 

6 

13 

13 

6 

2 

2 

16 

11 33 

Leyton O 

21 

5 

3 

2 

18 

10 

3 

5 

3 

15 

18 32 

Wycombe 

19 

3 

3 

3 

13 

12 

5 

3 

2 

11 

7 30 

Exeter 

20 

4 

5 

1 

16 

11 

4 

1 

5 

12 

16 30 

Cambridge 

21 

4 

1 

5 

15 

17 

4 

4 

3 

17 

15 29 

Wimbledon 

21 

4 

2 

5 

14 

16 

3 

5 

2 

13 

12 28 

Notts Cnty 

20 

7 

1 

3 

22 

16 

1 

3 

5 

9 

17 28 

Crawley 

21 

5 

2 

4 

13 

14 

3 

2 

5 

15 

20 28 

Morecambe 

20 

4 

0 

6 

17 

19 

4 

3 

3 

20 

18 27 

Luton 

21 

3 

3 

5 

17 

17 

4 

2 

4 

18 

15 26 

Stevenage 

21 

4 

2 

4 

13 

17 

2 

5 

4 

16 

20 25 

Barnet 

21 

5 

2 

3 

15 

11 

1 

2 

8 

13 

26 22 

Hartlepool 

20 

3 

2 

5 

11 

15 

3 

0 

7 

8 

18 20 

Newport C 

21 

1 

4 

5 

11 

17 

3 

3 

5 

13 

16 19 

Dagenham 

21 

0 

4 

6 

8 

16 

2 

3 

6 

13 

21 13 

Yeovil 

21 

1 

4 

6 

15 

21 

1 

2 

7 

6 

15 12 

York 

21 

1 

3 

6 

13 

22 

1 

3 

7 

10 

22 12 

Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Aberdeen. 

Rooney 87 pen 

HT 0-0 

.1 

Hearts. 

Dundee Utd. 

o 

Partick 

HT 0-0 

Hamilton. 

Kurtaj 26 

.1 

Ross Cnty.. 

HT 1-0 

Inverness CT. 

2 

Kilmarnock 

Vigurs 15,32 


Att 13,110 

.1 

Doolan 51 
Att 6,256 


Curran 58 
Murdoch 86 
Boyce 90 
Att 2,120 

.1 

Connolly 87 
Att 2,775 



p 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Celtic 

16 

6 

2 

0 

23 

4 

6 

1 

1 

18 

8 39 

Aberdeen 

18 

7 

1 

1 

15 

8 

5 

1 

3 

13 

10 38 

Hearts 

17 

5 

2 

1 

16 

8 

4 

2 

3 

13 

10 31 

St Johnstn 

17 

4 

3 

1 

14 

9 

5 

0 

4 

21 

17 30 

Ross Cnty 

18 

5 

0 

4 

15 

12 

2 

3 

4 

13 

14 24 

Hamilton 

17 

3 

3 

3 

14 

13 

3 

1 

4 

8 

12 22 

Inverness CT17 

3 

2 

4 

8 

10 

2 

3 

3 

11 

13 20 

Partick 

17 

2 

2 

4 

8 

13 

3 

3 

3 

10 

10 20 

Dundee 

18 

2 

3 

3 

11 

13 

2 

5 

3 

12 

17 20 

Motherwell 

17 

3 

2 

4 

11 

13 

2 

1 

5 

5 

11 18 

Kilmarnock 

18 

2 

2 

5 

10 

20 

2 

3 

4 

9 

12 17 

Dundee Utd 

18 

1 

2 

7 

8 

15 

1 

1 

6 

5 

19 9 

Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 

Dumbarton 




....1 


St Mirren . 



. 0 

Fleming 50 
HT 0-0 











Att 1,142 

Hibernian 





....1 


Falkirk 




. 1 

Boyle 90 











Miller 84 

HT 0-0 











Att 9,459 

Livingston .... 




.0 


Alloa.. 




. 1 










R Crawford 64 

HT 0-0 











Att 937 

Rangers.. 





...2 


Morton. 



.2 

Miller 2 









Tavernier 31 og 

Waghorn 84 










McCluskey 82 

HT 1-1 










Att 41,816 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Rangers 

16 

8 

1 

0 

27 

5 

5 

1 

1 

19 

6 41 

Hibernian 

16 

6 

2 

0 

16 

6 

6 

0 

2 

13 

5 38 

Falkirk 

16 

5 

1 

1 

12 

2 

4 

4 

1 

18 

12 32 

Morton 

17 

3 

3 

1 

5 

5 

3 

3 

4 

13 

13 24 

Raith 

16 

5 

1 

2 

13 

6 

2 

2 

4 

7 

16 24 

Queen Sth 

17 

3 

3 

4 

12 

20 

3 

1 

3 

6 

6 22 

Dumbarton 

17 

3 

1 

5 

10 

18 

2 

1 

5 

7 

13 17 

St Mirren 

16 

0 

3 

5 

8 

15 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 12 

Livingston 

16 

1 

1 

6 

7 

11 

2 

1 

5 

10 

13 11 

Alloa 

17 

0 

1 

7 

3 

16 

2 

1 

6 

5 

20 8 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 

Avr Utd 





....1 


Dunfrmline 


.2 

McLauchlan 36 










Moffat 34 











Hopkirk 69 

HT 1-1 











Att 2,076 

Brechin... 





....1 


Peterhead 



. 1 

Thomson 80 










McIntosh 7 

HT 0-1 











Att 403 

Forfar. 





.0 


Cowdenbth.. 


. 1 











Spence 31 

HT 0-1 











Att 493 

Stenhsmuir... 




.0 


Albion R.. 



. 1 












Fisher 69 

HT 0-0 











Att 354 

Stranraer. 





....1 


Airdrieonians 

.3 

Malcolm 55 











Prunty 40 











Morgan 49 












Watt 70 

HT 0-1 











Att 428 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Dunfrmline 

17 

5 

2 

1 

21 

6 

6 

2 

1 

24 

5 37 

Ayr Utd 

16 

6 

2 

1 

23 

9 

4 

2 

1 

10 

8 34 

Albion R 

16 

5 

1 

1 

13 

6 

3 

2 

4 

5 

11 27 

Peterhead 

17 

3 

4 

1 

19 

10 

2 

4 

3 

13 

10 23 

Airdrieonians16 

3 

1 

4 

7 

9 

4 

1 

3 

13 

13 23 

Stenhsmuir 

16 

4 

2 

3 

15 

17 

2 

2 

3 

11 

17 22 

Cowdenbth 

16 

3 

3 

1 

11 

7 

2 

0 

7 

10 

30 18 

Forfar 

17 

2 

1 

6 

13 

16 

2 

4 

2 

10 

12 17 

Stranraer 

16 

1 

1 

7 

4 

18 

3 

1 

3 

8 

10 14 

Brechin 

17 

1 

2 

5 

7 

15 

2 

1 

6 

9 

17 12 

Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 

Annan Athletic.. 



.3 


E Stirling. 



.1 

Flynn 6 











Roy 78 

Weatherson 36,50 










HT 2-0 











Att 357 

Berwick... 





....2 


Elgin .. 




3 

McKenna 16 










McHardy 26 

Lavery 87 










Cameron 37 












Gunn 77 

HT 1-2 











Att 294 

Clyde. 





...2 


East Fife.. 



.0 

Ferguson 34,84 











HT 1-0 











Att 527 

Montrose 





....1 


Stirling A. 



.3 

Mallagaray 82 








D Smith 12,51,64 

HT 0-1 











Att 384 

Queen Park .. 




....1 


Arbroath.. 



.0 

Duggan 11 

HT 1-0 











Att 458 




HOME 



AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Annan Athleticl 5 5 

3 

0 

16 

8 

4 

0 

3 

11 

10 30 

Queen Park 

16 

4 

1 

3 

11 

7 

5 

0 

3 

16 

9 28 

Clyde 

15 

5 

1 

2 

17 

10 

3 

2 

2 

9 

5 27 

Elgin 

16 

6 

1 

0 

19 

6 

2 

1 

6 

12 

19 26 

Stirling A 

16 

3 

1 

3 

9 

8 

4 

2 

3 

11 

10 24 

East Fife 

16 

4 

1 

3 

14 

9 

2 

2 

4 

10 

12 21 

Montrose 

15 

5 

0 

3 

16 

15 

1 

0 

6 

7 

15 18 

E Stirling 

15 

5 

0 

2 

13 

10 

0 

1 

7 

8 

24 16 

Arbroath 

15 

2 

1 

4 

7 

10 

2 

2 

4 

10 

13 15 

Berwick 

15 

3 

2 

4 

11 

17 

1 

1 

4 

6 

16 15 

FA Trophy First Round 


AFC Fylde.P Skelmersdale Utd.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

AFC Telford.L Chester FC.L 

Hannah 11,36 

HT 0-2 

Aldershot.0 EASTLEIGH.1 

Odubade 85 

HT 0-0 

Altrncham.P Leamington.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 


Boreham W.1 

Tiryaki 9 
HT 1-0 

Braintree Town.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Bury Town.1 

Ramadan 80 

HT 0-1 

Cheltnham.L 

Rowe 43 
HT 1-1 

Concord Rgs.P 

Postponed - new date to be confirmed. 

Corinthian Casuals.L 

Kaba 45 
HT 1-1 

Curzon Ashton.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

East Thurrock.1 

Ruel 45 

HT 1-1 

Eastbourne Borough.7 

McCallum 15,81 
Romaine 17,20 
Lok 77 
Pinney 84 
Evans 90 
HT 3-0 

FC Halifax.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Gateshead.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Grimsby.L 

HT 0-1 

Havant and W.2 

Donnelly 68 pen 
Hayter 90 
HT 0-0 

Macclesfld.L 

HT 0-2 

Maidstone Utd.L 

HT 0-1 

Nantwich T.L 

Hancock 19 
HT 1-0 

Oxford C.3 

Coulson 19 
Benjamin 50,57 
HT 1-1 

Southport.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Stourbrdge.2 

Lait 67 
Scarr 68 
HT 0-0 

Sutton Coldfield Tn.L 

HT 0-0 

Tilbury.L 

Carlile 82 
Smith 86 
Glozier 90 
HT 0-3 

Tranmere.2 

Norwood 45,82 


HT 1-2 

Truro City.L 

Vassell 42 
Pugh 43 
HT 2-0 

Weston-S-Mare.P 

Postponed - due to bad weather. 

Whitehawk.L 

HT 0-0 

Bradford Pk Ave.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Burscough.2 

Monaghan 74 
Jones 88 
HT 0-1 


Woking.2 

Saah 65 
Sole 90 

Bromley.P 

Dulwich.2 

Clunis 36 
Moss 58 
Att 441 

Chelmsford.L 

Bricknell 21 

Lowestoft Town.P 

Hungerford Town.L 

Jarvis 43 
Draycott 71 
Att 162 

Nuneaton.P 

Maidenhead Utd.4 

Nisbet 31 
Tarpey 57 
Reid 72,83 
Att 156 

H Hempstead.4 

Hawkins 46,53 
Banton 63 
Slabber 73 


Tamworth.P 

Stocksbridge PS.P 

Solihull Moors.L 

Brown 15 

Forest Grn.0 

Ashton U.L 

Pilkington 4 
Haining 34 

Bognor Regis Town ..L 

Att 892 

Matlock Town.L 

Ebbsfleet United.1 

Godden 6 
Att 435 

Worcester.P 

Kiddrmnstr.1 

Singh 54 

Barrow.L 

Welling U.L 

St Aimie 1 
Porter 26,42 
Wellard 60 
Att 186 

Wrexham.4 

York 4 
Vose 44,44 
Newton 59 
Smith 66 

Cirencester.L 

Wealdstone.P 

Dover.L 

Lincoln City.P 

Guiseley.2 

Boyes14 
Lowe 83 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


BASINGSTKE.0 Dartford.1 

E Bradbrook 13 

HT 0-1 Att 531 

Hayes & Yeading.1 Sutton Utd.3 


Mckain 25 


P W 

Ebbsfleet U 19 5 
Maidstone U 20 6 
Oxford C 20 3 
Sutton Utd 20 3 
Whitehawk 19 4 
Gosport B 19 4 
Maidenhead U 17 5 
Dartford 18 4 
Truro City 19 5 
Bath City 19 4 
Concord R 20 4 
Chelmsford 19 3 
H Hempstead 17 2 
Eastbourne B 17 2 
B Stortfrd 19 3 
Hayes & Y 20 1 

Wealdstone 18 3 
Weston-S-M 19 2 
Margate 19 1 

Havant & W 20 4 
St Albans 18 3 
BASINGSTKE 20 1 


D L F A 
2 2 16 11 
0 5 10 9 

5 2 17 14 

4 2 16 12 

2 3 17 11 

3 3 15 15 

2 1 14 8 

3 3 16 13 

1 3 13 13 

3 3 16 12 

0 7 17 20 

2 4 14 15 

1 6 11 12 

4 4 7 11 

1 6 12 15 

4 4 9 16 

2 4 13 12 

2 5 13 21 

3 5 8 16 

1 4 16 14 

2 4 12 12 

3 6 8 15 


Fitchett 13,22 
Collins 77 
Att 217 


A Pt 
5 45 
3 38 
7 35 
9 34 

17 33 

7 33 

15 29 

8 28 

13 28 
12 26 

14 26 

13 25 
11 23 

9 23 

16 23 

18 21 
13 20 
16 20 

15 18 
29 18 

17 16 
23 12 
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DAILY ECHO 
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LUPA ITALIAN RESTAURANT & BAR 
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/Vcmj yewr's Sue 2075 

Michael Buble Tribute Act - BOOK NOW! 




4 Course Meal 

£49-99 per person 

Champagne Reception 
7.30pm, Dinner 8pm 

Visit our website for Menus 


We look forward to welcoming you - The Lupa Team 

t: 023 8033 1849 

e: info@luparestaurant.co.uk www.luparestaurant.co.uk 
123-124 High Street | Below Bar | Southampton | SOM 2AA 
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Saturday, December 12,2015 



WoodhillSchool 


INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGED 3-11 


... 
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Our Nursery— for when your child needs more than play. We introduce them to the 
first elements of literacy and numeracy, and ensure their care and support is always 
tailored to each individual child. 

Kindergarten—Year 6— our small class sizes provide a safe, attentive and inspiring 
environment in which to learn. We provide a firm grounding in the essential skills of reading, 
writing and arithmetic. We have high expectations of our pupil’s work and behaviour. 

WoodhillSchool has a long history of outstanding academic results that we are 
all very proud of. 


Brook Lane, Botley, Hampshire SO30 2ER 
Tel: 01489 781112 email: office-b@woodhill.hants.sch.uk 
www.woodhillsschoolbotley.co.uk 

Principal: Mrs M Dacombe 

















